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AD PROPAGANDUM EVANGELIUM 
”- SUB REGIIS AUSPICIILS | 
IN ANGLIA INSTITUTA EST 
REVERENDISSIMO PRASIDI 


2. I 
 FHOM 4 
ARCHIEPISCOPO CANTUARTIENSI 
TOTIUS ANGLIA PRIMATI 


ET METROPOLITANO. 


Admodum Reverendis Vic- e. præſidibus cæteriſque 
nobiliſſimis & præſtantiſſimis Membris, viris 
Doctrina, Pietate, Virtute ac Zelo conſpicuis, 
quorum pia ſollicitudine & munificentia vere 
Chriſtiana plurimæ jam Eeclefiæ erectæ, Scholz 
ſundatæ, Rvangelii Præcones ad Infideles miſſi 
& Stipendiis aucti, Libri pii editi ac diſſemi- 

nati, ſicque Chriſti cognitio longe lateque per 

Orbem ſparſa. Indefeſſis Rei Chriſtianæ pro- 
motoribus veris, Temporum noſtrorum Apo- 
ſtolis: Hanc de variis Chriſtianiſmi Fatis Ora- 
tionem, in ſummæ Venerationis obſervantiæ 
perpetuæ, gratiſſimique ac devotiſſimi Animi 
Signum D. D. D. No 


Joh. Alphonſus Turretinus Socius. 
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— | The en. the V 5 0 idents : And all the moſt Noble 6 
. — Excellent Members, Men eminent for Learning, Piety, Ver- 
4.23 tue and Zeal, by whoſe Pious Care and truly Chriſtian Mu- 
1 nijſſcence, many Churches are already built, School, founded, 
1 Preachers of the Goſpel ſent to the Jede, and Stipends al- 
1 towed them, Many Pious Books pat out and diſperſed, ſo 
1 | that the knowleage of Chriſt is thereby, far. and near ſpread 
—_ | through the World. To theſe anweariea Promoters of Chri- 


_— | ftianuty, the Apoſtles of our times, in token of my great Vene- 
= - - | 1 5 1 ; of my 4 727 4 eſteem, and of m moſt thankful and 
11 - moſt entire ea Mind to ſerve them: This i humbly 
[a Dedicated by me. 4 


John Alphonſus Turretinus, 4 Member of ;he Society. 
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Viri Ampliſimi, Patrie Pa- 
tries, 
Comites Illuſtriſſimi, 
. Barones Generoſiſſi ni, 
. Clariſſimi College, de Eccleſia 
& Academia, quibus pre- 


q etſtis, optime meriti, 


niſſimi, 
Voſque, Academiæ & Schole 
| 2 au. atlectifſimi, 


E variis | Chriſtiane 
Doctrinæ fatis, qua- 
lis a Chriſto pri- 
mum Apoſtoliſque 
tradita ſit, - qualis ſequentibus 
vis Propagata, quibus acceſli- 
onibus 


Huſpites, Cives, quotquot ad- 
eſtis, præſtantiſſi im, huma- 


AN... 
ORATION 


CONCERNING 
The different Far Es 
OF THE 
Chriſtian Rcligion. 


— 


Moſt Honoured Sirs, and 
Fathers of our Country, 

Mot Illuſtrious Earls, 

Moſt Generous Barons, 

My moſt famous Colle ues, 
ſo well deſerving of the 


Church and Univerſity, 


over which you do pre- 
ſide, 


Moſt excellent and kind Fo- 
reigners, and others who 
are here preſent, 

And you moſt loving Mem- 
bers of our Men and 


School, 
Fates of the Chriſlian 


M. Religion; how it was 


firſt delivered 55 Chriſt and his 


rf Tn is to ſoeak in 
ort of the different 


Apoſtles ; how it was ek in 
the folowing Ages: 3 What Acceſſ ions | 


. 


WE. WR. _ 7 


a 


On the Different Fates 


onibus auQa, quibus frandibus 
adulterata, quibus auſpiciis, be- 
afz noſtræ Refor mat ionis tem- 
pore,” ab integro velut inſtaura. 


ta, quonam deinque in ſtatu ho- 


dierno die verſetur, & ad ejus 
illuſtrationem quid maximè ex- 
optandum ſit, breviter dicere 
in animo eſt. Cujus quidem 
conſilii rationes, fi hic in limine 
exponere, & apud vos aſſerere 
geſtiam, equidem actum agere, 
vobiſque injurius clle videar, 
Nec enim hic res vulgaris agitur, 
aut ad nos parùm attinens, non 
humanum inſtitutum, non de 
trivio diſciplina, non terreſtris 
cujuſdam Reipublicæ vices ac 
fortuna, ſed ipſamet Dei oracu- 
la, ab unigenito Filio prodita, 
ſed ſapientia cœleſtis, ad nos 
beandos comparata, ſed eximiæ 


illius politiæ, quæ Kegnum Calo 
rum audit, incunabula, progreſ- 
ſus, bella, pericula, hic deſcri- 


bentur. Fateor equidem, Au- 
ditores, fateor divinis humana 


. 9 . * *9. 
genuinis adulterina, heu! nimi- 


um hic acceſſiſſe : Unde, qui rei 
Chriſtianæ fata oratione perſe- 
qui velit, humanorum, ſimul er- 
rorum, figmentorum, lapſuum, 
odiorum, diſſidiorum, texere 
hiſtoriam neceſſe habeat; Ve- 
rùm & hæc juvat dignoſcere, ut 
pretioſum a vili, ut veritas a men- 
dacio, vel hoc ipſo quòd anti- 
quior, & primævæ inſtitutionis 
retinentior, ſecernatur. Enim- 
Vero, Auditores, dum in hodier- 
num Eccleſiæ ſtatum oculos con- 
jicimus, dum in eorum omnium, 


qui Chriſti nomine cenſeri vo- 
lunt, 


were made to it; what frauds did 
adulterate it; and by what me- 
thods in the time of our happy Re- 
formation, it was reſtored and as it 
were began a new; and laſtly in 
what Etate.it ſtands at preſent, and 
what is yet to be wiſhed for its fur- 
ther Improvement. If I ſhould ſet 
about to lay before you in the begin- 
ing of my Diſcourſe, the reaſons 
which moved me to this deſign, and 
ſhould bring Arguments to ſupport 
it, I ſhould do a thing which has 
been done before, and I ſhould but 
too much treſpaſs upon your Pa- 
tience. Now the Subject of my Di/- 
courſe is not matter of Vulgar mo- 
ment, and what does but a little con- 
cern as ;it is not the Relation of any 
ordinary Government, nor of an 
Acct unt of the Viciſſitudes and Re- 
volutions of an Earthly Common- 
wealth, but of the Revelations of the 
Almighty God, delivered unto us 
by his only Begotten Son, of that 
Wiſdem which is from Heaven, and 
which was deſign d for the makin 

us happy; and you 410 have a: 
cribed to you the Riſe, the Progreſs, 
the Conflicts and Dangers, of that 
admirable Polity which is entituled 
by no leſs a name than that of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Indeed, Sirs, 
1 muſt confeſs, that ſeveral Hu- 
mane things have too much ming- 
led with theſe Divine ones, and 
many thing, ſpurious with what is 


genuine: So t hat he that will relate 


the different Fortune of the Chr ſti- 
an Cummonmealth, muſt, together 
with that, write a Hiſtory of the 
Aiſt ale s, the Fiftions, the Miſcar- 
riages, the Animoſities of Chriſti- 
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of the Chriſtian Religion. 


lunt, placita, ritus, diſciplinam, 
totam denique vitz rationem, 
attentins inquirimus, dum Eth- 
niciſmum multis in partibus ſub 
Chriſtiana larva redivivum, dum 
miſeras Scholz argutias Chriſti- 
anæ veritatis nomen mentientes, 
dum luxatam & fine nervis ubi- 
que ferme Chriſti diſciplinam , 
dum humanam contra tyranni- 
dem pro Chriſti jugo falſo vendi- 
tatam, dum interneciaa illorum 
odia, qui fe Pacis filios nuncu- 
pant, dum Chriſti Eccleſiam , 
qua patet Orbis, ſciſſam in par- 
tes atque laceratam, dum deni- 

ui Chriſtianorum mores, quos 
fnaiſimos eſle decuerat, ita re- 
miſſos, non dicam, ſed perditos, 
ut Ethnicis parum ſint abſimiles, 
dum hæc, inquam, ſeriò perpen- 
dimus, profectò, ut quod res eſt 
dicam, turbatur animus, vacillat 
fides,de Evangelii divinitate non 
levia ſuboriuntur, meatemque 
trahunt, dubia; donec ad ori- 
ginem ipſam adſcendentibus, &, 
juxta Vatis monitum, vias anti- 
quas explorantibus, Servatoris 
illud ſuccurrat, In principio ſi non 
fuiſſe; Exindeque de ſæculo in 
ſæculum deſcendentes, quid quo- 
que tempore mutatum fuerit , 
quid additum, quid detractum, 
quid, vel humana imbecillitate, 
vel nefario auſu, r 
obſervemus. C HR IST E., 
cujus cauſſa hic agitur, dicentis ani- 
mum linguamque dirige ; nobiſque 
omnibus ita adſpira, ut Evangclii 
tui puritatem, ab humanis ſecretam 
pindicatamgue corruptelis tanto im- 


penſins colamps, tanto ſtudzoſius cu- 


ſtodiamus, = 


ans, But bowever it will be worth 
our while to take a view of theſe 
things, that the Gold may be ſepa. 
rated frem the Droſs, that Truth 
may be diſtinguiſhed from Falſhood, 
as being more Antient, and retain= 
ing more of the Primitive Inſtituti- 
on. For truly, Sirs, whilſt we caſt 
our Eyes 142 the preſent condition of 
the Church,whilſt we make a diligent 
enquiry into the Opinions, the Rites, 
the Diſciplines; in a Mord, the whole 
Tenor of the Lives of thoſe who cal 
themſelves Chriſtians, whilſt rather 
they profeſs Heatbeniſm ſpringing 
hp again under the Guiſe of Chri- 
ſtianity, whilſt they maintain the 
ſubtilties of the Schools for the Truth 
of Chriſt whilſt the Nerves of Chri- 
ſtian Diſcipline are looſned, whilſ? 
the Tyranny of Man is ſet up in op- 
poſition to the Croſs of Chriſt, whilſt 
a mortal Hatred ragns even in the 
Minds 4 thoſe who profeſs them- 
ſelves to be the Sons of Peace, whilſt 
the Church of Chriſt is all over the 


World tornintopieces,whilſt the man- 


ners of Chriſtians, which ought to be 
moſt holy, are not only remiſs, but if 
I may ſo ſay.proflig ate,and not much 
diſferent from thoſe of the Pagans : 
I ſay,whilſft T ſeriouſly conſider theſe 
things, I will take upon me the Bold. 
neſs to ſay the Truth, ones Mind is 
unſettled, ones Faith wavers, and 
diſtracting. Doubts ariſe, even con- 
cerniung the Divinity of the Goſ- 
pel; till we go up to the Fountains- 
head, and lile the Prophet, ask for 
the old Paths, and remember m hat 
our Saviour ſays, from the be- 
gining it was not ſo: Aud from 


thence going down from one Age to 
another, 
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ſtodiamus; tanto diligemtites fattis 
smpleamns, quanto diſtinft;33 per- 
ſpecta fuerit. Vos vero, quot- 
quot hic adeſtis, AUDIT O- 
RES PRESTANTISSI 
MI, de ampliſſimo argumento 
breviſſimè diſſerentem, nec nifi 
ſumma faſtigia legentem, pati- 
entia, quæſo, veſtra, & atten» 
tione, ſublevate. 


 /F Undum, ipſo ſtatim initio, 
purum ſceleris ac feliciſſi- 
@mum , poſtmodùm in deterius 
per varios gradus collapſum, ſig- 
nificaturi Pœtæ, illum in varias 
ætates, ſvis ſignatas metallis, di- 
ribuerunt. Idem vero; A U- 
-DI TORES, dere Chriſtiana, 
non ſemel, nec immerito, pro- 
ditum eſt, Fuère varie illius 
ætates, quz, quo, longius a pri- 
meva receſſerunt origine,co plus 
fæcis ac ſordium contraxiſſe de- 
prehenduntur. Aurea prima ſata 
eſt, Chriſto Magiſtro, præconi- 
bus Apoſtolis, Mox argentea ſuc- 


ceſſit, per tria prima Eccleſiz 


Secula, Hinc enes paulatim fa 
cta eſt, humani ingenii _— 
ang ne 


On the Different Fates Is 


a—_—_ make a 8 obſervation ar 
what time thing was ch g 
what was addon eng, Was 14 
or what was brought in, either thro” 
Human weakneſs, or by wicked de- 
fien. And do thou O Chrift,. 
whoſe cauſe I am here pleading, 
direct both my Mind and my 
Tongue, and fo inſpire all of us 


by thy Grace, that by how 


much the more we have a di- 
ſtincter knowledge of the Pu- 
rity of thy Goſpel, ſo we may the 
more heartily Love it, more cir- 
cumſpectly obſerve it, and in all 
our Actions more diligently ful- 
fil it. And you, moſt Excellent Au- 
ditors who are here preſent, I be- 
ſeech you to hear me with Patience 
and Attention, whilſt I ſhall ſpeak a 
few Words, touching only upon ſome 


general Heads of this ſpacions Sub 


ject. 


T HE Poets having a mind to 


repreſent : That the World 
was free from wickedneſs in the be- 


ginning and in a ſtate of Happineſs, 


did divide it into ſeveral Apes, 


which they named by the Names of 
the different Metals. And truly, 
Sers, the ſame has been frequently, 
and not without good Reaſon, appli- 


ed to the Affairs of the Chriſtian 


Religion. For there have been, 
likewiſe ſeveral Ages of this 
which the farther they have depart- 
ed from the firſt Original, ſo much 


the more of Droſs and Dregs they 


have contracted. 


The firſt Age was a Golden Race.- 


fine modo laſciviente, & ſæculi 
pompa, ſuperbia, æmulatione, 
diſſidiis, in Ecleſiam irrumpen- 
tibus. Exinde, tanta ſuperſtt« 
tio, tanta tyrannis, tanta bar- 
baries, tanta, non dicam, mo- 
rum depravatio, ſed in vitiis ob - 
_ duratio. Seculo in primis X. & 
ſequentibus, in Eccleſiam invaſe- 
re, ut ferrea tempora fuiſſe, ipſi 
illi quorum minime intererat, 
fateri cogantur. Dum vero hec 
ita eſſent, en ſubitò purgata ap- 
paruit craſſioribus ſordibus fides, 
ferrumque ſæculi, felici Alchy- 
mia, fi non in auri penitus, in 


ſum. Hæc ſumma rerum: Ve- 
rum hæc omnia diſtinctiùs enar- 
randa ſunt. 


Ki Au. Alream igitur, ſub Chriſto & 
rea, ſub Apoſtolis, rei Chriſtianæ Eta» 
Chriſto & tem fuiſſe, nullus, ut puto, in- 
Apoſtolis. ficias iverit: Non quod auro, 
non quòd purpura,non quod opi- 

bus ac dignitatibus, divinus 1lle 

chorus ſplendeſceret; Nec enim 

his eminuit Chriſtus; &, Ecce 

Mat. XIX. reliquimus omnia, Apoſtolorum 
27. ſymbolum fuit. Verum intus, 
Fl. XLV. beato illo Szculo, filiæ Sionis fu- 
* it gloria; intemerata nimirùm 
Dcctrinæ ſinceritas, pur itas Cul- 
tits, Diſciplinæ ſanctitas, 
: ; | _ IlNOs 


of the C briftian Religion. 


argenti certe ſpeciem, conver- 


vitæ 


Who learnt their Religion from 
Chriſt their firſt Maſter, and from 
the Preaching of his Apoſtles, Af. 
ter this ſuccerded the Silver one, 
which continued for the firſt three 
Azes of Chriſtianity: That is by little 
ard little was turned into Braſs, 4s 
Men indulged themſelves in bold 
fancies in Religion, and ſecular 
Pomp, Pride, Contentions and Di- 
vi ſions broke into the Church. Hence 
came ſo much Superſtition, ſo much 
not only depravation of Manners, 
but ſuch a hardneſs in Wickedneſs 
over-run the Church in the Xth and 
the following Apes, that they them- 
ſelves, who had no Intereſt to ſay 

it, are forced to affirm, that thoſe 

es were Iron ones. Put when 

things were in this Condition, be. 

hold of a ſudden, our Religion ap- 

peared purged from thoſe groſs Er- 

rors which it had contratted, and 

the Iron Age, by a very happy CH- 

miſtry, was turned if not into Gold, 

yet at leaſt into Silver. This is the 
ſubſtance of my preſent Diſcourſe ;; 

the. particulars of which are now 

more diſtinctly to be ſpoken to. 

T think no one will deny, that _ . 
the Gelden Age of Chriſtianity was ng WY 
under Chrift and bis Apoſtles : Not ITY 2 
as if thoſe Divine Perſons, ſhone Chriſt 
with Gold or Purple, or Riches or and Apo- 
Honours, nor was Chriſt himſelf re. ſtles. 
mar table i any of theſe : Behold” 
we have forſaken All, was the Apo- 


files Motto. The Daughter * 


Sion was all glorious within iu *7 

that happy Ahe. That is, the Church pf. XLV, 
enjoyed incorrupted Truth f Do- 14. 
ctrine, Purity of Worſhip, Holineſs © 

of Diſcipline, Innocence of TE 
ON” 3 things 
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innocentia; res auro quovis pre- 
tiofiores, & quibus felix hæc 
ztas reliquis omnibus ætatibus 
longs intervallo præcelluit. An- 
te actis temporibus, denſiſſima 
in caligine verſabatur humanum 
genus, Ethnici, relito parente 
& conltitutore omnium Dco,non 
Aſtra modo ſenſtis expertia, non 
homines modo defunctos, & plu- 
res quidem vitiis ac ſceleribus 
infames, ſed animantia bruta, 
ſed hortorum ſuorum plantas, 
ſed lignea & lapidea digitorum 
ſuorum figmenta, ſed viliſſimos 
affectus, ut venerem, pavorem, 
diſcordiam, im pudentiam, ſed 
corporum mor bos, ut febrim, 
ſed merum non Ens, ut for tu- 
nam, ſed ineptiſſima Numina, 
vel minimis rebus præpoſita, ut 
Deam Petam rebus petendis, De- 
ob. 115. am Patellam & Patellanam rebus 
IV. e Patefaciendis, Deam Pelloniam 
Auguſt. de hoſtibus pellendis, Deam Pandam 


Vid. A,. 


Civ. D. viz pandendæ, Deam Putam pu- 


Lib. II. tandis arboribus Deum Nodu- 
IV. Ce. tim rebus ſatis ad nodos perdu- 
Vid. Tin, Cendis, Deum Terenſem fru- 
Fabri 
Epiſt, Lib. tiam & Commoditatem, TFercu- 


10. 


nerabantur. judæi, gens olim 
Deo ſacra, in varias diviſi Sect- 
as, errorum ac ſuperſtit ionum 
non uno genere inquinabantur. 
Uttriſque mores impuriſſimi, ac- 


in omne projecti nefas, quos nec 


humanæ Leges, nec ſæculi Philo- 


ſophia, nec Moſaica diſciplina, nec 


Propheticz, monitiones, emenda- 


re ſatis valukrant. Tu verò, Ch 5 
* , N. 4 2 TK. b ” 2 
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On the Different Fates 


gibus terendis, quin & Luben- 


; .* | 
I. Epil. lam & Sat uritatem, paraſitorum 
©  deas, & quas non ineptias? ve- 


v 


things more precious than any Cold; 

and wherein thu happy Age did by 

many degrees excel any other. For 

in the times preceeding theſe, Man- 

kind; was clonded in the thickeſt. 
darkneſs: The Heathens, forſaking 

God the Father and Maker of all 
things, wor ſhipped not only the inſen. 

ſible Stars, and dead Men, many of 

which were notorious fur their vici- 

ous Lives, but even brute Animals 

with Plants of their Garden, and 
Wooden and Stene Images which 

their own. Hands had made, but 

even they gave Divine Honour to 

the vileſt Afections, ſuch as Love, Arnoh. 
Fear, Diſcord, Impudence, the Lib. IV. 


Diſeaſes a the Body as Febris, nay 4 A 
even to Non Entities as Fortune fil. 114 


they having ſeveral other ridiculous 
Deitits ſet over the minuteſt things. as 
the Gedgeſs Peta for aiking Things; 
the Goddeſs Patella and Patellana vid. Tanq 
Jor opening Things, the Goddeſs Pel- Fab. Epiſt. 
lonia for driving away the Enemy, Lib. 1. 
the Goddeſi Panda for opening a way, Epiſd. 19. 
the Goddeſs Puta for pruning Trees, 

the God Nodutis for making Fruit to 

knot, the God Terenſis fer grinding 

Cern; nay morecver they wor ſhip- 

ed Lubentia, Commoditas, Fer. 

cula and Saturitas, the Trencher- 

Mens Goddeſſes, and indeed what 

other Fooleries did they not? The 

Jews heretofore, God's choſen People, 

being divided into various Seti s, 

were pollut ed with diverſe kinds of 


Errors and Superſtitions ; Both of 


them were very impure in their. 
Morals, and ſo prone to all wicked- 
neſs, that neither human Lam, te 
Phuloſaphy. of that, Age, nor the Diſs - 
ciphene of Moſes, nor the Fabel, 


tations 


4 . 
2 N 
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ſte, ſplendor Patris, lux mundi, Sol 
juſtitiz, Tu caliginem illam diſ- 
puliſti. Tu, ab Idolis mortuis, 
ad verum nos Deum revocaſti. 
Tu Deum mentem eſſe, adeò que 
mente pura ac fincera colendum, 
apertiſſimè prodidiſti. Tu pie- 
tatis, juſtitiæ, benignitatis, man» 
ſuetudinis, paticntiz, modeſtiæ, 
omnium denique virtutum, & 
præceptor humano generi, & ex- 
emplar extitiſti. Tu erratorum 
omnium veniam a Numine impe- 


traturus, Te hoſtiam ptacularem. 


loco noſtro obtuliſti ; utque im- 
mortalitatis ſpem nobis ingenes» 
rares, ipſe, fractis mortis repa. 
gulis, Te redivivum, ac cœlo 
receptum, claris indiciis demon- 
ſträſti. Tu, in te recumbentes, 
tuimque ad præſcriptum atque 
exemplum vitam emendantes, 
Deo propitio frui, & bono ani- 
mo elle juſſiſti. Tu, æterna impiis 
ſupplicia denuntiaſtii Tu, De- 
um nobis, nos Deo, efficaciſſimè 
conciliaſti. Tu denique cœleſtem 
ſapientiam verè in terras detu- 
liſti; noſque, humano in corpore, 
verè divinam traducere vitam 
docuiſti; Donec, ſuperatis hu- 
jus exilii dichus, in meliorem 
tranſcribamur ſortem, & Dei 
ipſius conſortio ac deliciis æter- 
num fruamur. 


by the mot manifeſt Diſcovery ſhew 


and divine Life in an human Boay; 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 7 


t ations of the Prophets could amend 4 
them. But thou O Chriſt the Glory | 
of the Father, the Light of the World, 
the Sun of Riphteonſneſs ; thou haſt 
diſpelled this darkneſs, Thou hast 
called us back from dead Idols, to 
ſerve the Living God. Thou haſt John 4. 
clearly diſcovered, That God is a 24. 
Spirit, and that thoſe who worſhip 

him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit 

and in Truth : Thou waſt the preat 
Maſter and Example to Mankind,of = 
Piety, Juſtice, Bounty, Meekneſs, Pa- | 
tience, Modeſty, and in a word,of all | 
Vertue. Thou, to procure a pardon WT 
from God for our Sins, didſt offer 10 
up thy ſelf a Sacrifice in our ftead, 6 
and that thou mightest beget in ns 
a hope of Immortality, thou breaks | 
ing through the Bars of Death, didit 2 


k 
I 

thy ſelf to have ariſen from the | 
Dead, and to aſcend up into Hea- 4 
ven, Thou haft given encourage- 15 
ment to all thoſe, who put their 1 
Truſt in thee, and amend their : 
Lives according to thy Preſcript and | 
Example, that God ſhall be recon- 4 
ciled to them. Thou haſt promiſed 1 
eternal Rewards to the Good, and if 
threatned everlaſting Puniſhments | 4 
to the Bad; Thou haft, in the moſt | 
efficacious manner, reconciled God 4 
to us, and us to God. In à Werd, 
thou hal brought down the true 
heavenly Wiſdom upon Earth, and: 
taught us to live a truly heavenly 


till, having paſſed theſe Days of of | 
aur | Pilgrimage here, me ſhall dle 
tran ſlated to 4 better Inheritance, _ 
and enjoy the Converſation and Des., © 
lights of God himſelf forever... ©, —_ 

| B2 | 4 


Such 


ung 


Talis, AUDITORES, 
talis fuit primæva Chriſtianiſ- 
mi facies. Talia arcana illa cœ- 
leſtia, quæ ex paterno ſinu uni- 
genitus Filius produxit. Talis 
% Tolg , TeXuals angina, quam Viri 
rudes atque ignobiles, piſcatores, 
artiſices, nullo generis, nullo 
opum, nullodignitatum præſidio, 

2 Cor. 10. non carnalibus armis, non ſua- 
| ſoriis humane ſapientiæ ſermo- 
Cor, r nibus, nulloque non obſtaculo, 
periculo, ſupplicio preſſi, intra 
pauciſſimorum annorum ſpatia, 
per totum Orbem terrarum diſ- 
ſemicarunt. O reddite mihi il- 
la tempora, quibus ipſamet Ve 
ritas, humanis induta pannis, 
nullis errorum, nullis affectuum 
nebulis violata, ſeſe mortalium 
oculis conſpiciendam prebuit ! 
Non multa tunc credendorum 
capita Chriſtianorum mentibus 
impoſita; ſed unius veri Dei, & 
Jb. 15. 3. ab eo miſſi Chriſti, cognitione, 
tota fidei ac ſalutis ſumma con- 
ſtabat. Non humanis tunc ar- 
gutiis, non Metaphyſicis diſqui. 
ſitionibus, ex Zenonis, vel Pla- 
tonis, vel Ariſtotelis ſchola de- 
promptis, Chriſt iani exerceban- 
tur; Alia longe fuit, mihi cre” 
dite, cœlo delapſa diſciplina 3 
non ad ſcholam nata , ſed ad 
vitam ; plana, faclis, ſimplex, 
omnium captui adtemperata. 
Non ſubtilis tunc arcanorum di- 
vininorum inveſtigatio, non te. 
meraria rerum ſupra nos poſi- 
Eph.4.24. tarum determinatio, non ira- 


I Cor. 11 


Gal, 7 6 viſſimis altercatio, ſed novus ho- 


Jacob. 1. 
237+ — 


* : 


per 


Gal: 6.15. cunda de quæſtionibus etiam le- 


mo Dei verbo genitus, ſed fides 


On the Different Fates. 


Such, Sirs, was the Primitive 
Face of Chriftianity : Such were 
thoſe Divine Secrets which the only 
Begotten Son diſcovered, out of the 
Boſom of his Father, This is that 
Wiſdom among them that are 1 Cor. XI. 
perfect, which poor illiterate Men, 4 
moſt of them Fiſhers or Handicraft- 2 Cor. X. 
men, having no advantage from 4. 
Birth, or from Riches or Honours, | Cor. XI. 
but by Weapons not Carnal, and . 
not with enticing Words of 
Man's Wiſdom; notwithiſtanding 
all the Difficulties, Dangers and Tor. 
tures which they conflitted with, 
within the ſpace of a few Tears, 
ſpread throughout the whols World. 
O give me back thoſe times, where- 
in Truth it ſelf, clad in human 
Rags, ſhaded by no clouds of Paſ- 
ſion, gave a clear view of her ſelf 
to Mankind ! Numerous Articles of 
Faith were not then impoſed upon 
Mens Under ſt andings, the whole 
Sum of Faith and Salvation conſiſt- 
ed, in knowing the only true Joh. 17.3. 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he 
ſeat. Chriſtians then were not Ex- 
erciſed in human Burks, and me. 
taphyſic al Diſquiſitions, drawn out of 
the School of Zeno, Plato, or Ari- 
ſtofle. Believe me, the Diſcipline 
which came from Heaven, was far 
different from this; not adopted for 
the School but for Liſe; plain, eaſy, 
ſimple, and attempered to the capa- 
city of all Men. It was not a ſub- 
tile hunting after the ſecrets of God, 
it Was not a bold determination of 
matters above our reach, it was not | 
an angry quarelling about trivial Eph.q.24. 
Que tions, but the new Man which Gul. 6. 15. 
is after God created in righteouſ- Gal. 5. 6 
1 | neſs, 


OO OY 


— 


per caritatem operans, ſed ve- 
ra Religio in ſolandis miſeris, 
& vitandis Mundi ſordibus po- 
ſita, ſed, ut verbo omnia com- 
plectar, divinarum virtutum effi- 
gies in animis efformata, Chri- 
ſtianum conſtituebat. Tunc, non 
multiplices ritus, non operoſæ 
de rebus externis ab hominibus 


45. 2. fadtæ præceptiones, Chriſtiano- 
41 42. rum cultum onerabant ; ſed pre- 
cibus, verbi præconio, unda ſa- 
lutari, panis fractione, tota 
Chriſtiani Sacri celebritas finie- 
batur. Tunc, fidei dominari, 
2 Cor. . . . h di D . 
pap imperium in heredirates Domi- 


1Fet.5. 5. ni exercere, ipſimet Apoſtoli, 
divinitùs licèt adflati, nefas du- 
cebant; ſed gregem ſibi concre- 
ditum paſcere, & fidelium gau- 
dio famulari, unica ipſis erat glo- 


100. J. 1 ria. Tunc, fi quis frater appel - 

2 Theſſ. 3. jatus Arby 24 

14. 

2 Job. 10. varus, VEL i 
vel ebrioſus, vel rapax: efler, ne 


cum illo quidem cibos'capere, ne 

Ile quidem ſalutem dicere, Chri- 
| ſtianis integrum erat. Tunc, 
As 4. 32, Chriſtianis omnibus, unus ani- 
mus, una mens fuit ; neque ſua 
omnia in commune confer re, ſi- 
cubi opus eſſet, ipſos pigebat. 
Tunc, fi qua forte inter ipſos 
emergerent ſententiarum divor- 
tia, modò fidei ſumma ſalva eſ- 
ſet, non ſtatim res in nervum 
erumpere, non ſtatim a ſe mutuò 
diſcedere, non ſtatim ſibi mu 
tuò anathema dicere, ſed ſe in. 
vicem tolerare, ſed ingenio po. 
tiores debiliorum nævis parcere, 
ſed omnes in jam cognitis ca- 
dem incedere regula uſquedum 


44 11, 
44745. 


vel fornicator, vel male- 
dicus, vel avarus, vel idolatra, 


of the Chriſtian Religion 


If any one that was called a Fro- 1 Cor. 
ther, were a Fornicator, or Co- 11. 
vetous, or an Idolater, or Rail- 2 The! 


not thereby affected, they did not 9 


* 


pet to Separations o/ Excommu- 


there was occaſion, they did not think 


neſs, but Faith which worketh 4 it 
by Love, but that pure Religion . 
which conſiſted in viſiting the | a» | 
therleſs and Widows in their 
Affliction, and keeping them— 

ſelves. unſpotted from the 
World; im a Weird, it was the 

Image of the Divine Virtues, form- 14 
ed in the mind of Man, which 

made up the Chriſtian. Then no 
multiplicity of Ceremonies, noope= 

roſe Command made by Men con- 

cerning Externals in Religion, did Act. 2. 
load the Worſhip of Chriſtians, all 41» 42+ | 
the Sclemnity of the Chriſtian Sacra 1 
did conſiſt in Prayers, Preaching of 
the Word, Baptiſm and Breaking of 
Bread. Then to exerciſe Dominion 
over the Faith, and to be Lords 434 
over God's Heritage, the Apo- 2 Cor 
ſiles themſelves, tho aivinely inſpi- 2433 
red, thonght it a great Crime; their N 
only Glory was to feed the Flock 
committed to their charge, and to 
miniſter to the joy of the Faithfr1, 


— 
an © 


er, or a Drunkard, or an Extor- 3:74: 
tioner, with ſuch an one the © 
Chriſtians werenot to eat. Ther 
among all Chriſtians there mas one 


Heart, and one Soul; nay, when Act. 4. 3 


eee abr ͤů ne Ge” 7 ——— — — 
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it much to have all t ings in com 
mon. Then, if there roſe among A . 


them any difference of Opinions, if I 


the chief Points of Chriſtianity were Sy 


preſently fly tolmprilonments, nor 


* 
. 
"I. 
4 
5 
, 


' Nications ; but they bore with one 


ignotaa 


another, thoſe nh were frotig gave 
way 


* 


ignota cœlitùs illuceſcerent, con- 
ſpiciebantur. Tunc denique, ne 
plura jam addamus, non tam 
Chriſti myſteria nofſe, non tam 
illa profiteri, non tam de iis 
diſſerere , diſputare, altercari, 
gam Chriſti vita vivere, quam 
cjus Spiritu duci, quam ad ejus 
exemplum componi, Chriſtiane 
rei caput & complementum cen- 
ſebatur. . 


| 
I 


tas Ar. beato illo Szculo, quod Chriſti 
zentea, Domini in terris pra ſentia, & 
ei- Apoſtolorum præconium, illu- 
Fe ſtravere. Neque vero ſtatim ab 
“““ poſtolis, imo neque per aliquot 
. Sæcula, multum de priſtigo illo 

5 li delibatum eſt Eccleſiæ ſplendore; 


| 
— | calebat cruor, fervebat recens in 
| credentibus fides, ut cum Hiero- 
= i on ge hie fœdam illam moramur-Gn0- 
, ficorum colluviem, cum ſuis illis 
| AHonum conjugiis, abditaque, ſi 
Deo placet & clam ab Apoſto- 
11s tradita ſapientia; uti nec 
Cerdonis, Marcionis, Manets, alio- 
rumque deliria: Eos quippe, 
præter nomen, Chriſtiani ferc 
nihil habuiſſe, quicquid de illis 
cognoſcitur, abunde probat. Ve- 
rum ad Eccleſiam ipſam quod atti- 
net, ſumma rerum eadem manſit, 
des eadem, idem cultus, eadem 


ſpiritus, Chriſtianarumque vir- 
en 2. . tutum, 


On the Different Fate, 


57 Et ita quidam ſe ſe res habuit, 
the Apoſtles 


= dum ſcilicet Domini noſtri adhuc 


ny mo verba faciamus. Nec enim 


diſciplina, nec modica Chriſtiani 


way to the Infirmities of the weak ; Rom. 14. 
aud all were obſerved to walk in N 
the ſathe Rule, in all things known bs, 14 
to them, till God was pleaſed io re 
veal other things to them, And 
laſtly, to add no more, then the 
chief Matter of Chriſtianity was 
reckoned, not ſo much te know the 
Myſteries of Chriſt, aud to make Pro- 


feſſion of them; not ſo much to make TEEN 


Diſſertations concerning them, to 
diſpute and wrangle about them; as 
to live the Life of Chriſt, to be led 
by his Spirit, andto be formed after 
his Example. | 


This was the Condition of the II. 
Church during that happy Age , fog 
which our bleſſed Lord was plea- ver Age; 


during the 


Jed to grace 9 his Preſence, and firſt thre 
y their Preaching. Agesofthe 

Neither was there much abated of Chub. 

the ancient Beauty of the Church, 

#n the times immediately after the 

Apoſtles, nor indeed for ſome Ages 

"Fn them, Whilſt ( 4s St. Jerom 

ſpeaks) our Lord's Blood was 

warn, and the Faith being then 

but new, was fervent in Be- Hier. ad 

lievers. There can be no Objection Demetr. 

againſt this Truth, dramn from the 

Spawn of the Gnoſtick  Hereticks, 

with the-Conjunttions of their Rons, 

and their occult Wiſdom,which they 

pretend they learned priuately from 

the Apoſtles ;, nor yet from the 


Dreams of Cerdon, Marcion, Ma- 


nes, and others; for tis plain, from 


all that we are able to learm of theſe 


People, that. they retain'd nothing of 
Chriſtianitybut thebare Namethere= 
of. But as to what concerns the 
Church, it was, as tothe _ 
„1031 fame 


U 


of The Chriſtian Religion. 


tutum, in Fidelibus menſura. 
Fuere tantum nævi quidam, fi 
modò hic ſubſtitiſſent, tolera- 
biles futuri; Unde ætas iſta - 

entea, auro quidem deterior, 
Ted pretioſior æte, à nobis ap- 
pella ta eſt. | 


2 Ge 


Do#rima, Fidem quzris ? Non alia foit, 
Ten. lib. r. quàm quæ in vulgato Symbolo, 
. £12 7: 1, Apoſtclico dicto, exhibetur quem- 

Pra ſcr it. admodum apud Jreneum,T extulli- 

cap. 13, anum, Nevatianum, alioſque er- 

Id. devir- nere eſt, Non alia tum viveba- 
gin. vel tur fide, non aliam docebant An- 

2 «:-» tiſtites, nec tingendi proſiteban- 

4 Trin tur. Hzc regula fidei una om- 

& nino erat ſola immobilis & 
ce irreformabilis, quam Eccleſia 
per univerſum orbem uſque ad 
«fines mundi ſeminata, ab Apo- 
& ſtolis eorumque ſucceſſoribus 
© acceperat,/ac diligenter cuſto- 
* diebat; adverſus quam nihil 
„ ſcire, omnia ſcire fair, ut ip- 
*ſiſſima /renes & Tertuliani ver- 


pa uſurpemus. Interim; non 


paucas hujus evi Doctores inge- 
nio nimis indulſiſſe, &, tum ob 
Philoſophiam Ethnicam, præſer- 
tim Platonicam Chriſt ianæ Do- 
ctrinæ admixtam, tum ob Lingus 
arum originalium, in pleriſque, 
ignorationem, tum ob Allegori- 
atrum ſtudium, quibus ad ineptiam 
uſque indulgebant, tum ob miro- 


rum amorem immodicum, tum 
Hieron. Ob fervidum, præceps, ac modi 


774. lib. 5. neſcium ingenium, in vatiis ceſpi- 
: 1, taſſe, adeo ut ingenium ſuum Ec. 
| cleſte 


ſame as before; the ſame Faith, the 
ſame Worſhip, the ſame Diſcipline, 
and no ſmall ſhare of Chriſtan Spi- 
rit and Chriſtian Virtues were in 
Believers, There were only ſome 
litile Blemiſhes, which, if they had 
not grown greater, had been tolera- 
ble : From which this Age, which 


— — —— 
— 
* 


being worſe than the Golden, and 


better than the Brazen, is by us 
call d the Silver one, 


Do you ask after the Faith of Doctrine. 
this Age ? It was no other than what 
mas contain dl inthe Creed calld the 
Apoſt les, as we learn ſromIrenzus, 
Tertullian, Novatianus, andot hers. Iren. lib. 
Men lived by no other Faith, the e. 2. | 
Miniſtersof the Goſpel taught no 1<"t- de 
other, and no other was profeſſed by i Merit 
theſe who were to be Haptixed. Iq. 5 


| Id. de 1 
his was the only Rule of Faith 1 


virg, vel. 


i mmovahle and unalterable, which cap+ 1. 

* the Church propagated to the ends Nov. de | 
* of the World, receiv'd from the Lok a) 
* Apoſiles and their Succeſſurs, and | 
* doth diligently Keep it; to Inom 

** nathing. contrary to whoſe Do- 
* Frines, is to. know all things; to 4 
* ſpeak in the Words of Irenæus a 
© and Tertullian. Ia the mean 
© while, no one but whois an 
* immoderate Admirer of An- | 
te tiquity, can deny, but that 
the Doctors of this Ae gave too | 


; 


_ great a looſe ta their WWit, 15 0 ; 


on account of the Ethnick Philoſo. \ 2 
phy, eſpecially the Platonick, which - 0 
they had ſtudied and mixed wiiß 
the Chriſtian Doctrine z partly upon 1 
account of the ignorance of moſt o 4 


them in the Oriental Tongues ; part- 
ly on theſcore of their Study of Alles 
gories, which they indulged” even to 

| Foole- 10 


ultus, 
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On the Different F ates - 


cleſie ſacramenta facerent ( quod 


de Origene in primis notatum) 


nemo nh immoderatus Veterum 
ad mirator poteſt negare. 


Cult um poſtulas? Idemquoque 
fuit, ſaltem ſi ad rerum ſummam 
attendamus, quem tradiderant 
Apoſtoli, prout a Jaſtino Mar- 
tyre, Tertulliano, aliiſque, illum 
accuratè deſerbentibus, docetur: 
Precesne Tpe,gratiarumactiones, 
hymai Deo & Chriſto cantati, 


Scripturæ lectio, lectæ expoſitio, 


Baptiſmus, Euchariſtia. Additæ 
tantummodò Cæremoniæ non- 
nullæ, illo quidem tempore non 
malæ, imo piæ quædam ac utiles, 
ſed quas poſtmodùm in immen- 
ſum auxit, atque in deterius ver- 
tit, ſequioris ævi ſaperſtitio: ve - 
lut Martyrum Natalitia, pio qui- 
dem fine, ſed infauſto ſucceſſu in- 
ducta: velut Preces pro defunctis, 

recariz quidam illz, & idoneo 
bnd cd caſſæ ſed diverſiſſi- 
me etiam ab iis quz poſtmodum 
uſurpatæ ſunt; ſiquidem fiebant 
pro omnibus, etiam Martyribus, 
etiam Apoſtolis, quos ſumma 
adeptos nemo ambigebat: velut 
ſignacidum Crucis, ad omnem pro- 
greſſum atque promotum, ad 
omnem aditum & exitum, ad 
veſtitum, ad calceatum, ad lava- 
cra, ad menſas, ad lumina, ad 


cubilia, ad ſedilia, & quando non? 


ſignari conſuetum: velut Oſcu- 
lum pacis, poſt preces finitas ap- 
"+ % poni 


e Ny 


Fooleries; partly upon account of 
their extraordinary fondneſs for Mi- 
racles, and partly that many of them 
being of a hot, bold, and ungo- 11 
vernable Wit, it lead them into = 
various Errors; ſo that they made ſib. f. 
their Wit (which is remark'd of Comm. in 
Origen above any other) theSacra- Ela. 
ments of the rag . 

Do you enquire after their Diſ-,,, .. 
cipline ? This alſo was the ſame, oi Pr 
asto the main, that was taught b 


the Apoſtles, as we are inform'd by Juſt. Mart 


Juſtia Martyr, Tertullian, and A. 2. 
others, who give an accurate * 
ſeription thereof, namely, Prayers, * : 
Thankſgiving, Hymns ſung to God 
and Chriſt, Leſſons out of Scripture, 

and Expoſitions upon them, Bap- 
tiſm, and the Euchariſt. There 
were only added ſome Ceremonies, 

nat indeed at that time to be found 
fanlt with, nay ſome very pious 

and profitable ones, which the 
Superſtition of the following Ages in- 
creaſed, and changed for the worſe : 

As the Obſervance of Martyrs 
Birth Days (as they call them) 

Li. e. when they ſuffer d] yet ſet up at 

firſt with a good deſign, but after- 
wards abuſed to ill purpoſe : As | 
Prayers for the Dead, which 

were then at every one's diſcretion, 

tho having no good Foundation, but 

very different from thoſe which were 
afterwards uſed, they being made 


for all without diſtinition, even 


for Martyrs and Apoſtles them- 

ſelves, of whom no one doubt» 

ed, for that they had obtained 4 

principal State of Happineſs: As 

the Sign of the Croſs made upon 

them, whenever they ſtirr d, apo» 5 
| heir 


Tertull. 
; Aolog. 


poni ſolitum: velut, in Baptiſmo 
trina immerſio; ſolemnis atque 
iterata, de nuntio miſſo Diabolo, & 
pompæ, & angelis ejus, apud 
Antiſtitem facta conteſtatio ; 
lactis & mellis preguſtatio, qua 
infantari dicebantur; unctio; ma- 
nuum impoſitio à communi lava- 


cro per hebdomadem abſtinen- 


tia; veſtis candidæ illa hebdo- 
made geſtatio, unde candida co- 
hors apud Cyprianum, & Dominica 
in albi⸗dicta: velut, in Euchariſtia, 
Symbolorum oblationes a fideli · 
bus factæ; hinc preces pro omni- 
bus; mox peculiares preces & 
gratiarum actiones, ſuper ele- 
menta; dein, panis fractio & 
diſtributio; vini pariter aqua di- 


luti participatio; communio in- 


fantium; miſſio Euchariſtiz ad 
ægrotos atque abſentes; panis 
nonnunquam intiactio, ſicubi æ · 
gris vel infantibus porrigeretur: 


velut eorum evesiria ſive Agape, 


quibus inopes ſublevati, quaſque 
tanta pietate ac modeſtia tem- 
perabant,primis ſaltem illis tem- 
poribus, ut aon tam canam cœnare 
viderentur quam diſciplinam: Ve- 
lut Stat iones atque Jejunia, quo- 
rum varia admodum ac libera 
erat praxis: velut pervigilia, qui- 
bus concubia nocte ad Deum ce- 
lehrandum excitabantur. Et hi 

uidem ritvs horum temporum 3 
Gn ſi dixero, neque cultos 
Angelos, neque Divos ad apem 
vocatos, neque reliquias eorum 
quæſitas, aut honore effectas, ne- 


que imagines; adoratas, cùm &t 
ipſa pingendi ars illicita habere- 
tur, neque Orucrs ligne feralia Ce- 


remo- 


of the. Chriſtian Religion. 


their going out and coming in; upon 


putting on theirCloths,and their Shoes; 


when they went to the Bath, or ſat 
down to Meals; when they lighted 
Candles, or went to Bed, or ſat 
domn, or when not? As the Kits 
of Peace, which was uſed to be gi- 
ven when their Prayers were ended; 
as the Trine Immerſion in Ba 

tiſm; the ſolemn and iterated Re- 
nouncing the Devil, bis Pomp 
and Angels "x: before the Prieſt ; 
the Taſting oF Milk and Hony, 
by which they were ſaid Infantari : 
Unction, Impoſition of Hands, 


the abſtaining a Week before from 


the common Bath the wearing white 


Garments that week, from whence 


they are call d the White Compa- 
ny by St. Cyprian, and that Sun- 
day Whitſunday z 46 in the Ex. 
chariſt, the Oblation of the Sym- 
bols made by the Faithful; from 
bence Prayer for all; and, by and 
by, peculiar Prayers, and giving o 

Thanks over the Elements; after- 
wards breaking and diſtribution o 


the Bread, and participation of the 


Mine diluted with Water; the 


ſending the Euc hariſt to ſick and 


abſent Perſons, and ſometimes dip- 
ping the Breadin the Wine, when it 
was to be carry d to ſick Perſons 
or Infants ;, as their gugiria, Ag a- 


pz, or Love-Feaſts, by which the 


poor were entertain'd, and which 
they'manag'd with that Piety and 
Temperauce, eſpecially in the | firit 
Times, as that they did not ſeem 


ſe much te eat a Supper, as to 
perform An Ordinance: 9 As their 


Stations and Faſts, the Practice 


1 4 


their 


Tertul. 4 


of: which was various and free: © As. 
23. . 
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ultus. 
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pol. 2. 
ertull, A 
blogett, 


39. 
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cleſiæ ſacramenta facerent ( quod 
de Origene in primis notatum) 
nemo niſi immoderatus Veterum 
admirator potelt negare. 


Cultum poſtulas? Idemquoque 
fuir, ſaltem ad rerum ſummam 
attendamus, quem tradiderant 
Apoſtoli, prout a Jaſtino Mar- 
tyre, Tertulliano, aliiſque, illum 
accurate deſcrbentibus, docetur : 
Precesne Tpe,gratiarumattiones, 
hymai Deo & Chriſto cantati, 


Scripturæ lectio, lectæ expoſitio, 


Baptiſmus, Euchariſtia. Additæ 
tantummodò Cæremoniæ non- 
nullæ, illo quidem tempore non 
malæ, imo piæ quædam ac utiles, 
ſed quas poſtmocum in immen- 
ſum auxit, atque in deterius ver- 
tit, ſequioris æ vi ſuperſt itio: ve - 
lut Martyrum Natalitia, pio qui- 


dem fine, ſed infauſto ſucceſſu in- 


ducta: velut Preces pro deſunctis, 

recariæ quidam illæ, & idoneo 
3 caſſæ ſed diverſiſſi- 
me etiam ab iis quz poſtmodum 
uſurpatæ ſunt; ſiquidem fiebant 
pro omnibus, etiam Martyribus, 


etiam Apoſtolis, quos ſumma 


adeptos nemo ambigebat: velut 
ſignaculum Crucis, ad omnem pro- 
greſſum atque promotum, ad 
omnem aditum & exitum, ad 
veſtitum, ad talceatum, ad lava- 
cra, ad menſas, ad lumina, ad 


_ cubilia, ad ſedilia, & quando non? 
ſignari conſuetum: velut Oſcu- 


lum pacis, poſt preces finitas ap- 
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Fooleries; partly u account o 
their eee 3 
racles, and partly that many of them 
being of a hot, bold, and ungo- 
vernable Wit, it lead them into 


ments of the Church. 

Do you enquire after their Diſ- 
cipline ? This alſo was the ſame, 
as-to the main, that was taught b 


the Apoſtles, as we are inform'd by Juſt. Mart 
Juſtia Martyr, Tertullian, and A: 2. 


others, who gi Tertull. 
» who give an accurate de Apol 


ſcription thereof, namely, Prayers, 
Thaulſgiving, Hymns ſung to God 
and Chriſt, Leſſons out of Scripture, 
and Expoſitions upon them, Bap- 
tiſm, and the Euchariſt, There 
were only added ſome Ceremonies, 
not indeed at that time to be found 
fault with, nay ſome very pious 
and profitable ones, which the 
Superſtition of the following Ages in- 
creaſed, and changed for the worſe - 
As the Obſervance of Martyrs 
Birth Days (as they call them) 
Li. e. when they ſuffer? d] yet ſet up at 
firſt with a good deſign, but after- 
wards abuſed to ill purpoſe: As 
Prayers for the Dead, which 
were then at every one's diſcretion, 
tho having no good Foundation, but 
very different from thoſe which were 
afterwards uſed, they being made 
for all without diſtinction, even 
for Martyrs and Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, of whom no one doubt= 
ed, for that they had obtained 4 
principal State of Happineſs: As 
the Sign of the Croſs made upon 
them, whenever they ſtirr d, m_- 
| heir 


Hie r. 


uarious Errors; ſo that they made lid. 5. | 
their Wit (which is remar d of Comm. in 
Origen above any ot her) theSacra- Ela. 


Worſhip. 


of the. Chriſtian Religion. 


poni ſolitum : velut, in Baptiſmo 
trina immerſio; ſolemnis atque 
iterata, de nuntio miſſo Diabolo, & 
pompæ, & angelis ejus, apud 
Antiſtitem facta conteſtatio ; 
lactis & mellis præguſtatio, qua 
infantari dicebantur; unctio; ma- 
nuum impoſitio à communi lava- 
cro 
tia; veſtis candidæ illa hebdo- 
made geſtatio, unde candida co- 
hors apud Cyprianum, & Dominica 
in albis dicta: velut, in Euchariſtia, 
Symbolorum oblationes a fideli- 
bus factæ; hinc preces pro omni- 
bus; mox peculiares preces & 
gratiarum actiones, ſuper ele- 
menta; dein, panis fractio & 
diſtributio; vini pariter aqua di- 
luti participatio; communio in- 
fantium; miſſio Euchariſtiz ad 
ægrotos atque abſentes; panis 
nonnunquam intinctio, ſicubi æ · 
gris vel infantibus porrigeretur: 


velut eorum evooiria live Agape, 


Tertull. 
Atolog. | 


* 


quibus inopes ſublevati, quaſque 
tanta pietate ac modeſtia tem- 
perabant,primis ſaltem illis tem- 
poribus, ut aon tam canam cwnare 
viderentur quam diſciplinam : ve- 
lut Stationes atque Jejunia, quo- 
rum varia admodum ac libera 
erat praxis: velut pervigilia, qui- 
bus concubiã nocte ad Deum ce- 
lehrandum excitabantur. Et hi 
quidem ritvs horum temporum 3 
Quibus, ſi dixero, neque cultos 
Angelos, neque Divos ad apem 


vocatos, neque reliquias eorum 


quæſitas, aut honore effe cas, ne- 
que imagines adoratas, cùm & 


ipfſa pingendi ars illicita habere- 


tur, neque Cucis ligna feralia Ce- 
by, y rem 
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hebdomadem abſtinen- 


their going out and coming in; upon 


putting on the ir Clot hs, andtheir Shoes; 


when they went to the Jatb, or ſat 
down to XMeals;, when they lighted 
Canales, or went to Bed. or ſat 
Gown, or when not? As the Kils 
of Peace, which was uſed to be gi- 
ven when their Prayers were ended; 
as the Trine Immerſion in Ba 

tiſm; the ſolemn and iterated Re- 
nouncing the Devil, bis Pomp 
and Angels mage before the Prieſt ; 
the Taſting oF Milk and Hony, 
by which they were ſaid Infantari : 
Unction, Impoſition of Hands, 


the abſtaining a Week before from 


the common Bath, the wearing white 
Garments that week, from whence 
they are call d the White Compa- 
ny by St. Cyprian, and that Sun- 
day Whitſunday ; 4, in the Ex. 
chariſt, the Oblation of the Sym- 
bols made by the Faithful; from 
bence Prayer for all; and, by and 
by, peculiar Prayers, and giving of 
Thanks over the Elements; after- 
wards breaking and diſtribution o 

the Bread, and participation of the 
Mine diluted with Water: the 


ſending. the Euchariſt to ſick and 


abſent Perſons, and ſometimes dip- 
ping the Breadin the Wine, when it 
was 10 be carry d to fick Perſons 
or Infants ;, as their quairia, Aga- 
pz, or Love-Feaſts, by which the 
poor were entertain'd, and which 
they manag d with that Piety and 


Temperance, eſpecially in the firit 


Tames, as that they did not ſeem 


famichto eat a Supper, as to 
perform an Ordinance: A, their 


Stations and Faſts. 


232 their 


NS the Practice 
of: which was various and free: A 
3 
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Minut, 
Flix. 


ſuus du e fuerat. 


remonias noſtras multò minus 
eproxitegs ac $ropdyss Chr iſt ianos 
fuiſſe, retorquendis facile in ip- 
ſos, ſi + modo tales fuiſſent, quæ 
in Ethnicos vibrabant telis, nec 
alia denique innumera ſequiorum 
temporum adhuc uſurpata, equi- 
dem nihil aſſeram quod per ſeſe 
abunde non pateat, certiſſimiſ- 
que documentis non confirme- 
cur. 


#. 


"4 


Regimen, Sciſcitaris de Regimine ? Erat 
esd, ive. Epiſcopm , inde à 


prima antiquitate, & ad Syna: 
gogæ exemplum hauddubie, cut 
Erant 


Pre:byteri, ſivi Seniores, hono- 


Faſtin. M. rem iſtum non pretio, ſed teſti- 


Tertull. 
Cyprian. 


monio, adepti, & quorum ex 
conſilio præcipua queque gere- 
bantur. - Accedebant Biaconi, a 
quibus, & Euchariſtia diſtributa, 
atque ad abſentes delata, & alia 


miniſteria minoris note exercita: 
 Quibus etiam Leſtores, Acolythi, 
| Exorciſt e, poſtmodùm acceſsère. 


C#terum nondum Orbis ado» 
rabat. Romam; nondum Tibe- 
rinuùs ille Pontifex Eccleſiæ Mo- 


narcham agebat: Vel, ſi quando 


jura dare, atque à ſe diſſentien - 


tes 
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their Watchings, in which they 
roſe at | Midnight to praiſe God. 
Theſe were the Ceremonies of thoſe 
Times, in which if I ſhould ſay that 
Angels were not worſhipped, nor the 
Aid of Saints implored, nor their 
Relicks ſought for or honoured, nor 
their Images adored, when even the 
Art of Painting was look'd upon as 
unlawful, when the diſmal Mood of 
the Croſs was no part of our 
Ceremonies, much leſs were the 
Chriſtians Worſhippers of Bread, 
and Eaters of their God (it being 
eaſie for the Heathens to have tur- 
ned theſe Objections again(t them, 
if their had been doch attice) 
nor many. other things which were 
uſed in latter times. In layin 
down all this I ſay, I ſhould aſſert 
nothing but what is abundantly eui- 
dent, and what might be proved by 
the beſt Ceremonies, | 


Do you enquire! of the ChurehG o- Govern» © 


vernment ? There was '@ Hestsde or e 


A 


Biſhop, even before that time, 
up to the firſt Antiquity; un- 
doubtedly taken from the example of 


the Jews, who had their Roſh Ha- Juſt. M. 
choel, the Prince or Head of | the Lertull. 


C ongregarion. There were Presby- Cy prian. 


ters, or Seniors, who attained this 
Office. noe hy Price, but by Teſtimony, 
and iby-whoſe Advice the Principal 
Affairs of theChurch were managed. 


To theft were added Deacons, by 


which the Euchariſt was diſtribu- 
ted and earryd to Abſents, and 
other Servicts of leſſer note were ex- 
ecated , to which afterward Rea- 
ders, Acolyths, Excoriſts, were 
added. Bit as 5e the World did 
not 


92 


adore” Rome, the -High- Fo 
2 b 


= 


tes-inclementins damnare voluit, 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 


of Tiber did not as yet nſwp'the 


2 Th}. 2. prout.a/ifore & Stephans factum, Monarc hy over the Church : Or if 2 Thef 
7 (jam tum <opyruiys e Tis ave at any time he pretended to give * 7. 


ict woonels ) neque id cæteri mul- 


- ttim- curarunt, neque defuerunt 


qui audaciam illam acerrimè ar- 
guerent, prout /rene: ad Victo- 
rem, & Cypriani ac Fir miliani ad 
Stephanum, Epiſtolz abunde te- 
ſtantur. 


Laws, or to deal ſeverely with thoſe 
that diſſented in Opinion from him, 
as was done by Victor and Stephen, 
( for cven then the Myſtery of Ini- 
quity began to work) other Biſhops 
ſet little by his Cenſures, neither 
were there rug thoſe who round. 
ly reprimanded him for it, as the 
Letters of Irenzus to Pope Victor, 
and thoſe of Cyprian and Firmi- 
lian to Stephen, do abundantly 
teſtiſie. TAS + 


N 


Do yon ant concerning their Dif: Mes 
cipline ? That was 0 holy, and — 
excellently well adapted, to deter 
Alen from Sin; no one being ad- | 
mitted to Baptiſm before he had 
been ſtriclly examin d; no one be- Juſt. M. | 
ing allow'd to receive the Sacra. Apol. a. 
ment, but who had exactly conform- 
ed his Life to the Rule of Chriſt; 
and very ſevere Puniſhments, nay 
oftentimes too rigid, being inflifted 
on thoſe who had committed any 
great offence,they being ſhut ont from 1 
the Communication of Prayer, Tertul. | 
and the Right of Aſſembly, and ap. 
from all ſacred Commerce; »ay, T. 398 


| | Terrul. d 
if the crime were very heinous, they pudic- 


Di/ciplina _ Percontaris de Diſciplina ? 
Sanctiſſima illa fuit, & peccatis 
fugandis aptiſſima; nemine, niſi 
poſt idoneam explorationem, ſa- 
cris undis tincto; nemine, ſa- 
. A. cri cibi participe, niſi qui ad 

40]. 2. Chriſti nor mam ſe re vera com- 
poſuiſſet 3 & ſeveriſſimis, imo 

aliquando plus juſto ſeveriori- 

bus, in gravis. delinquentes, 

| conſtitutis pœnis; 4 communi- 
"Wn Tertull. catione nempe orations, & con- 
Apolag. wentus, & Omnrs ſancti commercii, 

cap. 39+ relegars ; quin &, ſi gravius de- 

1 lictkum eſſet, omni Eecleſiæ tecto 

cap. 4. ſubmoveri : Neque modo ad breve 

© tempus, fed ad multos annos 

nion rarò, aliquando ad mortem 


* 


uſque, aliquando ne illis quidem, 
qui in extremis veſarentur, ad 

ccleſiæ pacem admiſſis: Quæ 
quidem, ug in ſe ſanctiſſima, 
tamen nimia quandoque fuiſſe, 
& ab Evangelica manſuetudine 
aliquentulum abhorrentia, ne- 


gari nequit. jam, ut Lapſis pax 
redderetur, quis neſcit quam la- 


boriolz ſubjecti ſint Pœnitentiæ: 


2 4 ſacc o 


were perfectly ſhut out from the cap. 4. 


Church; not only for a: ſhore time, 
but oft entimes for many years, ſome 
times even to Death, and ſometimes 


not being admitted to the Peace of 


the Church, even at their Deaths. 
Which things, as they were in them- 
ſelves very pious, fo it cannot be de- 
nied, that ſometimes they were over 


done, and did not agree with the \\. "1 


gentleneſs of the Goſpel. Nom for 
lit C 2 the 
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Regimen, 


Tertull. 
Cyprian. 
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remonias noſtras multò minis 
dp re E ac $ropayes Chriſtianos 
fuiſſe, retorquendis facile in ip- 
ſos, ſi modo tales fuiſſent, quæ 
in Ethnicos vibrabant telis, nec 
alia denique innumera ſequiorum 
temporum adhuc uſurpata, equi- 
dem nihil aſſeram quod per ſeſe 
abunde non pateat, certiſſimiſ- 
que documentis non confirme- 


, tur. 


* 
1 


Sciſcitaris de Regimine? Erat 
ers 45. live. Epiſcoprs , inde a 
prima antiquitate, & ad Syna: 
gogæ exemplum hauddubic, cui 


ſuus d e fuerat. Erant 
Presbyt eri, ſivi Seniores, hono- 
Zuſt in. M. rem iſtum non pretio, ſed teſti- 


monio, adepti, & quorum ex 
conſilio præcipua queque gere. 
bantur. - Accedebant Diacons, a 
quibus, & Euchariſtia diſtributa, 
atque ad abſentes delata, & alia 


miniſteria minoris note exercita: 
Quibus etiam Leſtores, Acolyt hi, 
E xorciſte, poſtmodùm acceſ$cre. 


Cæterùm nondum Orbis ado» 
rabat Romam; nondum Tibe - 
rinũs ille Pontifex Eccleſiæ Mo- 


narcham agebat: Vel, ſi quando 


jura dare, atque a ſe diſſentien- 


their Watchings, is which they 
roſe at Midnight to praiſe God. 
Theſe were the Coremonies of thoſe 
Times, in which if I ſhould ſay that 
Angel: were not worſhipped, nor the 
Aid of Saints implored, nor their 
Relicks ſought for or honoured, nor 
their Images adored, when even the 
Art of Painting was look'd upon as 
unlawful, when the diſmal Wood of 
the Croſs was no part of our 
Ceremonies, much leſt were the 
Chriſtians Worſhippers of Bread, 
and Eaters of their God (it being 
eafre for the Heathens to have tur- 
ned theſe Objections again(t them, 
if their had been ach attice) 
nor many other things which were 
uſed in latter times. 1s layin 

down all this I ſay, I ſhould aſſert 
nothing but what is abundantly evi- 
dent, and what might be proved by 


the beſt Cexemonies, | 


Do yon enquire of the ChurehG og. Govern- 
vernment ? There was à Het gas or N 
Biſhop, even before that time, 
up to the firſt Antiquity; n- 


doubtedly taken from the example of 


— 


the Jews, who had their Roſh Ha- Juſt. M. 


choel, the Prince or Head' of the Lertull. 
Congregation... There were Presby- ©) Prian. 


ters, or Seniors, who attained this 
Office.not hy Price, but by Teſtimony, 
and by whoſe Advice the Principal 
Affairs of the Church were managed. 


Tatheſe:were added Deacons, by | 
wbich-the Euchariſt was diſtribu- 


ted and earryd to Abſents, and 


other Services of leſſer note were ex- 


ecut ec , to which afterward Rea- 
ders, Acolyths, Excoriſts, were 
added. \\ But as 5e the World did 


res „„ 3. 
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not adore Rome, -the'-High- Fe 
n 0 
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tes iaclementiùs damnare voluit, 
2 Neſſ 2. prout. A Victore & Stephaua factum, 
7  C(jam tum d, 525 Tis dl 
tles hene) neque id c#teri mul- 
_ ttium- curarunt, neque defuerunt 
qui audaciam illam acerrimè ar- 
guerent, prout rene: ad Victo- 
rem, & Cypriani ac Fir miliani ad 
Stephanum, Epiſtolæ abundè te- 

ſtantur. 


ien Percontaris de Diſciplina ? 
OEM anctiſſima illa tuit, & peccatis 
fugandis aptiſſima; nemine, niſi 
poſt idoneam explorationem, ſa- 
cris undis tincto; nemine, ſa- 

v. 27, cri cibi participe, niſi qui ad 
4701. 2. Chriſti normam fe re verâ com- 


poſuiſſet 3 & ſeveriſſimis, imo 


aliquando plus juſto ſeveriori- 

95 bus, in graviùs delinquentes, 
conſtitutis pœnis; 4 communi- 

Tertull. catione nempe orationis, &. con- 
Apolog, ventis, & Omnis ſancti commercii, 
cap. 39+ relegars ; quin &, ſi gravius de- 
2 lictum eſſet, omni Eccleſiæ tecto 
cap, 4. ſubmoveri: Neque modo ad breve 
ftempus , fed ad multos annos 
non rarò, aliquando ad mortem 

uſque, aliquando ne illis quidem, 

ui in extremis veſarentur, ad 

cleſiæ pacem admiſſis: Quæ 

quidem, ut in ſe ſanctiſſima, 

tamen nimia quandoque fuiſſe, 

& ab Evangelica manſuetudine 
aliquantulùm abhorrentia, ne- 

gari nequit. Jam, ut Lapſis pax 
redderetur, quis neſcit quam la- 
borioſæ ſubjecti ſint Pœnitentiæ? 


i 1 46: ſacco 


been ſtritly examin d; no one be- Juſt. M. 


ſelues very pious, fo it cannot be de- 


gentleneſs of the Goſpel. Nm fr 
lit C2 the | 


1 5 
of Tiber did not at yet ſup be 
Monarchy over the Church : Or if 2 Theſſ. 
at any time he pretended to give * 7 
Laws, or to deal ſeverely with thoſe 
that diſſented in Opinion from-him, 
as was done by Victor and Stephen, 
( for even then the Myſtery of Ini- 
quity began to wort) other Biſhops 
fer little by his Cenſures, neither 
were there 2 thoſe who round. 
ly reprimanded him for it, as the __ 
Letters of Irenzus to Pope Victor, | 
and thoſe of Cyprian and Firmi- ; 
lian to Stephen, do abundantiy 
teſtiſie. * 6-1 

Do you ad concerning their Diſ. Diſci- 
cipline ? That was moſt holy, and pline. 
excellently well adapted, to deter 
Hen from Sin; no one being ad- 
mitted to Baptiſm before he had 


ing allow'd to receive the Sacra- Apol. 2. 
ment, but who had exactly conform- | 
ed his Life to the Rule of Chriſt ;; 
and very ſevere Puniſhments, u 

oftentimes too rigid, being inflited 
on thoſe who had committed any 
great offence,they being ſhut ont from , 
the Communication of Prayer, Tertul. | 
and the Right of Aſſembly, and ap. 
from all ſacred Commerce; nay, Trab 
if the crime were very heinous, they pudic. 
were perfectly ſhut out from the cap. 4. 
Church; not only for a; ſhare time, 1 
but oft entimes jor: many years, ſome- 
times even io Death, and ſometimes 
not being admitted to the Peace of 
the Chutch, even at their Deaths. 
Which things, as they were in theme 


nied, 


that. ſometimes they were oer 
done, and did not agree with the 


5 ST 


Tertull. 
Pemnit, 1 * 
ap. 9s. D 


* £ * * 
: : 
. 


ſacco & cine i ineubure, corpus ſar- 


dibus obſcur are, animum marori- 
bus dejic ere, paſtum & pot um pura 
noſſe, jejuniis preces alere, ingemiſ 
cere, lacrymari, mugire dies nacteſ- 
que, Presbyteris advolvi, caris Dei 
enic ulari, (unde for ſan calum- 
nia illa de Sac erdotum genit alibus 
a Chriftianis cultis, cujus mentio 
apud Minutium ] presbyteris, in- 
quam, advolvi, cars Dei ( hoc 
eſt, Martyribus ) adgericuleri, 
omnibus fratribus legationis depre- 
cationis ſuc injungere : Quæ qui- 


dem exomotogeſis ( ſic Paniten- 


tiam publicam vocabant) - cum 
* provolvebat hominem, magis 
& relevabat z cum ſqualidum fa- 
« ciebat, magis mundatum red- 
« gdebat; cam condemnabat,ab- 


i ſolvebat, prout eleganter Ter- 


in. 2. 
Minut. 
Fel. 


| 


1%. eullianum 


' 


Ac re vera, his tyrociniis, iſta 


caſtrorum diſcipliaa, Chriſtiano. 
rum militum virtus, ſanctitas, 


pietas, juſtitia, ſobrietas, caſti- 
tas, fortitudo, conſtantia, dici 
non poteſt quantum promotæ 
ſint. Enimvero, illis adhuc Sæ- 
culis, vis Chr iſtiani nominis, non 


in dis, ſed in fats, ſeſe ex- 


eruit; Ou Waiyors; dan? Us byſors 


Te Tis npeThegs te wodypela. 


Non eloquimur magna, ſed vivimus. 
as Chr: $82 4. 7 Oy 


_ elegantly expreſſes it. | 
by theſe Exerciſes, by Their 
this Military. Diſcipline, that the Manners. 
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the Fallen to be reſtored, everyBody 

knows how laborious aPennance they 
muſt ſumbit to. They muſt lie 
upon Sackcloath and ſhes ; they 


muſt go in a ſordid Habit, they Tertul. 
muſt caſt down their Mind with % . 
Grief; they muſt nouriſh their c p. 9. 


Devotion with Faſting 3 they 
muſt groan, weep, bemoan them- 
ſelves night and day; throw 
themſelves down at the Presby- 
ter's Feet ; kneel before the be- 
loved of God (from whence per- 
baps aroſe that Columny of the Hea- 
thens, in Minutis Felix, and of 
the Chriſtians worſhipping the Prieſts 
Genitals) ;, I ſay, they muſt fall down 


before the Presbyters, they muſt Terr Ib. 


kneel before the beloved of God, 
(i. e. the Martyrs) they mult beg 
the Interceſſion of all the Bre- 
thren for their pardon. Which 
Exomologeſis ( for fo they cal d 
the 2 Pennance) When it 
threw down the Man, it did 

thereby the more raiſe him up; 
when it made him ſqualid, it 

made him the more clean; 
whilſt it condemn'd him, it gave 
him abſolution; Tertullian 


| vw? 0 Ls 4 \ 


I wa 


Virtue, the Holineſs, the Piety, Ju- 


ſtice, Sobriety, Chaſtity, Courage, 


Conſtanty of the Chriſtian Soldiers, 
were raiſed to ſuch a Wiohe as can- 
not be expreſſed : For in thoſe Ages 
the Power of Chriſhanity diſplay d 
it ſelf, not in Words, but in Deeds. 
The Aﬀairs of our Religion are 


to be diſcovered not in Words, 


but in Works; we do not ſpeak 
e great 


Hinc, in Scriptis illis Apologe- 
ticis, per ea tempora editis, non 
innocentia modo Chriſtianorum 
defenditur, & neminem Chriſtia- 
num malum, niſi qui fidem ſimu- 
laret, apertè aſſeritur, ſed &, ad 
exquiſitam illorum ſanctitatem, 
velut ad palmarium quoddam 
Evangelicz veritatis argumen- 
tum, provocatur. Dicamne , 
quanta ipſis fuerit, & colendi 
Dei cura, & in orando aſſidui- 
tas, & in promovendo Dei Reg- 
no zelus, & in proximis dili- 
gendis ſinceritas, & in ſublevan- 
dis pauperibus, captivis redi- 
mendis, confeſloribus, intra car- 
cerum ſepta, inviſendis, ſuſten- 
tandis, erigendis, ſollicitudo, 
(mifsa etiam non rarò, ad oras 
remotiſſimas, eum in finem in- 
genti pecunia) & in domandis li- 
bidinibus ſtudium, & ja fugien- 
dis Mundi illecebris diligentia, & 
in graviſſimis perſecutionibus , 
exquiſitiſſimis ſuppliciis, Evan- 
zelii cauſsà preferendis, forti- 
tudo, alacritas, & conſtantia ? 
Res in vulghs notiſſime, & ab 
ipſis etiam Chriſtianorum hoſti- 
dus, non ſine ſtupore, memorate. 


III. Sic igitur illibata manſit, ad 
Aias X- ſummam rerum quod attiner, 
nea inde à jmò fic per aliquot perſtitit Se- 
. cula, profeſſio Chriſtianorum. 
» , Verim. tum maxime vitiari ccæ- 

pit, cm minime debuerat; Im- 
periò ad fidem addudò, ſed & 
Imperii pompa Eccleſtam infi- 


clente; 
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miration 


great things, but live them. 
Upon this account, in thoſe a= 
getical Writings which wer e publiſh- 
ed in thoſe times, not only the in- 
nocence of the Chriſtians is defend- 
ed, but it is expreſiy afſerted, That 
there was no Chriſtian an ill 
Man, unleſs he were one who 
counterfeited the Faith: ay, 
they appealed to this exquiſue Holi, 
wh of their Lives, as a Principal 
Argument of the Truth of the Goſs 
pel. Shall I ſpeak of the great care 
they tork in the Worlhip of God, 
their diligence in Prayer, ther 
Zeal in promoting the Kingdom of 
God, their heartineſs in loving their 
Neighbour, the pains they took in 
relieving the Poor, in redeemi 
Captives, their viſiting and ſuccour- 
ing and comforting Confeſſors in the 
Priſons, ( ſending oftemimes to re- 
mote Countries great Sums of Mo- 
ney for that purpoſe) their arplica- 
tion in conquering their Apperites, 
their diligence in avoiding the 
Temptations of the World, their 
courage, alacrity and conflancy, in 
undergoing the moſt grievous Perſe- 
cutions, and moſt exquiſite Puniſh- 
ments, for the ſake of the Goſpel : 
Theſe things are commonly known, 
and are mention d, not without ad- 
by the Enemies of the Chri- 


flians, 
Thus the Chriſtian Religion, III. 
to the main, contiuu d undefiled for The Bras 
ſeveral Ages. But it began then front fe 
to be vitiated, when it leaft ought wry of 
to be ſo; the Empires coming into Couſtan. i 
the Faith infefling the Church with tine the 
the Imperial Pomp; and Heathens Great, , 
being converted 80 Chriſt, the Re- | 
ligion 


F multipli- 


ciente; N lad. Chriſtum 
converſis, ſed & Chriſti Religi- 
one ad Ethnice formam depra- 
vati ; aſſerta Chriſtianis pace, 
ſed & pacis malis irrumpenti- 
bus Eccleſia divitiis & potentia 
majoxe, ſed virtutibus minore; 
Anpihieyc hoporibusredicibns, 
immußnftatibus, munificentiä Erin- 
Eipum auctis, ſed & eorum ſu- 
per bia, æmulatione, rixis, diſſi- 
diis, pari paſſu augeſcentibus z 
denique levibus illis nevis, quos 
ab initio irrepſiſſe vidimus, ad 
tumulum ita perductis, ut, quæ 
argentea hactenus fuerat rei 
Chriſtianæ facies, in æneam poſt- 
modùm, tandem & ferream, mu- 
tata fuerit. Ire per ſingula non 
vacat; Præcipua quædam ſat e · 
rit notaſſe. | 


quidem ex primariis 

poſtelicæ Doctrinæ laudibns, 
fuit illa Fidei ſinceritas, fuit illa 
Eredendorum paucitas, que in 
.corum Scriptis obſervatur. At 
verò, ill6, de quo agimus, tem- 
pore, Fidei capita in immenſum 
aucta, nova Symbola quotidie 
.cuſa, novæ voces quotidie in- 
ductæ, Scriptis humanis atque 
Conventibus nova auctoritas 
quotidie adſcripta, ſubtiliorum 
de rebus divinis diſquiſitio- 
num nullus finis, Chriſti Religio 


in artem converſa; π⁷π]]⁰ο , 
; 9 N JG str 1 inqui · | 


= ebat Baſins ;, tot fides exiſtere 


cœperunt, quot voluntates; 
{© erat fides. temporum, potids 
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ligion ofhriſt being depravid by top 


great a Conformity to their Religi- 


cured, the Evils of Peace li 

breaking in upon her; the Church 
bemg now great inRiches amd Pom. 
er, but withal leſs in Vertut; the 


on ; Peace to the Church being pro- 
Tevik 


Flonours, Revenues anaImmunity of 


the Clergy, being increaſtd by the 
bounty 27 meth but a er 
Pride, Ambition, Ouarrels, Di- 
viſions with equal degree: increaſing; 
in 4 Word thoſe little blemiſhes, 
which we obſerved from the begin- 
ning to haue erept in, being grown 
to ſuch a bull t hat the Face of Chr;- 
ſtianity, which was before Silver, 
was nom changed into Braſs, and at 
length into Iron. I have not time 
to inſiſt upon all particulars, it will 


be ſufficient to remark - ſome of the 

One of the incipal Excellen- Article 
fe Doctrine, is the of Faith 

Purity of Faith, and'thefewneſs of multipli- 


cries of the Apo 


things to be believed, which are ob- ed. 


ſervable in their Mritingi. But in 


this time which we are nom ſpeal- 
ing of, Articles of Phith were vaſt 
ly increaſed, new Crteds were eve- 
ry Day coined, new'Words broug bt 
into uſe, new Authority was conti- 
nuallygiven to humaneWritings and 
Conventions; there was no end of 
ſubtile diſquiſitions concerning di- 


vine Matters, the Chriſtian Religi= © 
en was turned into an Art, and aa © 
Se. Baſil /ays, Men rather ſcem d 
to act the part of Artiſts tan 
Dixines; chere were ſo man \. 


to act 


as there were Mens humors ʒ it was 
the Faith of the Times rather 
than of the Goſpel ʒ Men NM te 
S123 Divinity 
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dum annos ſcribebatur; dum- 
que plures quotidie fierent, 
ad id cœperunt eſſe, ne ulla fit, 
quemadmodùm tur batò illo æv&, 
Nicænam Synodum ſecuto, & 
Arianis tumultibus deformi, 
querebatur Hilarius. 


# 


Alia genuini Chriſtianiſaii la- 
us, fuit illa Cultus ſimplicitas, 
qua, tum ab Ethnicis ineptiis, 
tum a Judaicorum rituum onere, 
Chriſtiani ſublevabantur. At 
illis Szculis, quæ nos jam deſ- 
cribimus, five ex in nata humano 
Ingenio, ad res ſenſibiles pr open- 
ſione, ſive ad augendum Sacro 
rum decus, fiye;przpoſtera qua- 
dam Ethnicorum æmulatione, 


Ce remo- 
nia im- 
menſum 


aucta. 


five male ſanis Oratorum ac 


Pcëtarum figmentis, Religio, 
quam pauciſſimis & . maniteſt- 


Aug. Epiſt.“ iſſimis celebrationum ſacra- 


© mentis miſericordia Dei libe- 
Jan. © ram eſſe voluerat, ſervilibus 
% oneribus indies premi cœpit; 
e ut tolerabiliorem judæorum 
„ conditionem fuiſſe, qui lega- 
_*©libus quidem farcinis., non 
© humanis præſumptionibus ſub- 
jiciebantur, Auguſtinus aſſere- 
re & lamentari non vereatur. 


Santi, Qiod Martyres, aliòſque San- 
Ros, in Domino piè defunctos, 
ſummo in pretio haberent Chri- 
ſtiani, id laude quidem digniſſi- 
mum erat. Quòd memorias eo- 
rum ſtatis diebus celebrarent, 
ic, ſi non præceptum 4 Deo, 


. vix tamen culparĩ meruit, ſiqui- 


dem ad accendendam parem in 
ene VIVIs 


hardly be blamed, when this Ha- 


Divinity according to the times 
they lived in, and when new 
Faiths were continually coined, 
it bright matters to that paſs 
that there began to be none, as ; 
Hilary complaint of that Age which * *\ 
followed the Nicene Council, and 
was deformed by the Arian Di- 
ſiraptions- 
1 550 2 of primitive ee 
Chriſtianity was the ſimplicity of niet migh 
its Worſhip, by which 1 78 ch oy 
were eaſed from the Heathen Foole- 3 
ries and the burden of the Jewiſh 
Rites, But in thoſe Ages nhich we 
are not deſcribing, whether it come 
to paſs from an innate propenſion to 
ſenſible things, or from a deſign 
thereby the more to adorn the Chri+ 
ftian-worſhip, or from .an, unwar- 
rantable emulation of the Heathen, | 
or from the wild Filtions of the 4 
* Orators and Poets, That R eligion 
te which the Mercy of God would "_- * 
tc have to be free by the celebration of *; fam; ; 
* a few,and thoſe very plain Sacra- ; 
e ments, began every day more and 1 
more to be oppreſſed by ſer vi“ 
« Burdens, ſo that Auſtin does not 7 
«ſick to afſert and lament ;,. that 
© the conditions of the Jews was 
© more tolerable, who were ſubject 
e indeed to legal Burdens, but noat 
& to humane Preſumptions. _ 3 


. Jt mas à very laudable thing, Saints. 
that the firſt Chriſtians highly 
efteemed the Martyrs, and other 
Saints mho had departed in the Lord. 
. That they celebrated their Memories 

upon certain Days, altho' this was | 
not commanded by God, yet it could 


noun was given them to excite the 
| Living 


= 


| 


| 


. 
Pre gor. 
Nizianz. 


* pa · 
* 


* * 
* F 
„ = 
| - 


1 
13 


5 
| 


| 

| 
| 
: 
4 


0 

il 

\ 

! mags, 
= 

1 


id 
1 


g buli n. 


in Oratio, 


- 
1 4 
& 77 ' 


On the Di 
vivis pietatem honos ille fuit 
comparatus. Quod poſtmodum 
in Concionibus aliquando com- 
pellati ſint, id oratorium initio, 
adeòque minime urgendum; un- 
de & hæc ut plurimum addita, 
of Tis u nete, ei The Got TOY i Y 
AO, e Tohune3y o dweiv. At 
vero, quod figuræ ille mox in 
literalem ſenſum detortæ fiat, 


quod Martyrum anime circa tu- 
mulos ipſorum vagari, ibique 
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preces exaudire , & Miracula 
patrarecreditz, quòd eorum re- 
liquiæ quæſitæ, & majori indies 
cultu exceptæ, quod Baſilicæ, 
quòd Oratoria, in eorum hono- 
rem exſtructa, quod Feſta ſalen- 
nia ipſis dicata, quod eorum de- 
nique patrocinium, & apud De- 
um deprecationes ſtudiosè am- 
bitæ, illa degenerisChriſtianiſmi, 
& revocati velut poſtliminio 
Ethniciſmi indicia fuère. 


- Sed &, ne quid Ethnicum 


deeſſet, illæ divinis præſcripti- 


onibus ita expreſs veritz, illæ 
2 primis Chriſtianis tanto ſtudio 
proſcripte Imagines, poſtmo- 
dum, tum ob orgatum, tum ad 


juvandam memoriam, & rudio- 
rum inſtitutionem, tum ut plebs 


Aſſueta diu ſacris ſervire prefanis, 


 #4vena Chiiſto lubentiùs fi eret, 


quemadmodum teſtis eſt Pauli- 
nus, ſenſim in Eccleſias illatæ, 
nec multò pòſt cultu affectæ ſunt. 
Din obſiſtunt viri pit. Vetat 
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Living to a like Piety, That af- 
terwards they were called upon in 
Sermons, was only a ſtroke of Ora- 

tory at. firſt, and therefore not much 

to be ſtood upon; from whence pro- 

ceeded many of theſe Expreſſions, , 
If thou, O happy Soul haſt any Nas in 
knowledge of what we do: Iffeveral 
thou haſt any Diſcourſe of our places. 
Affairs; If it be not too bold to 

ſay this to thee. But that aſter- 

wards theſe Figures were drawn in- 

to a literal Senſe ; That the Souls of 
Martyrs wandred about their 
Graves, and their heard the Pray. 
ers which were put up to them; that 

that they were believed to do Mira- 

tles, and that their Relicks were 
hunted after, and were every day 

more and more Worſhipped ; That 
Churches and Oratories were built 

to their honour ; That ſolemn Feaſts 
were dedicated to them; That 

their Patronages and Interceſſions to 
God, on their hehalf, were earneſtly 
deſired, theſe things were ſigns of a 
degenerate Chriſtianity, and of 4 

ſort ef Heatheniſm coming in 
gain. | 

And that nothing of Heatheniſm Im 8s. 
might be wanting, Images, which 
wereſo 24 70 forbid by the divine 

Law, and ſo much condemned by 

the Primitive Chriſtians, were af- 
terwards, partly for Ornament, 

and partly to 417 the Memory and 


to inſtruct the ignorant, and partly 


that the common People who were 


So long accuſtomed to Hea - p. 
_ * then Rites, =— b oy 


Nat. 9. 
might the more willingly een e 
Chriſtianity; theſe were firſt brought 
imo Churches, and afi crwards were 

_ **  Worſhupped. 
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Concil, Concilium Eliberitanum, picturas 


Eliber- in Eccleſiis eſſe. Exardeſcit 
Can. 6. 


Epiph. E. Fpiphanins, velumque effigie ſig- 


pi. ad natum ſcindit, Frangit Serenus 
Job. Hie- imagines, & ab Eccleſiis pro- 
ro ſol. Gre. jicit. Carolus Magnus cum ſuo 
75%. 1 1 illo Francofurtenſi Concilio, Lu. 
It E. ' dovicrs Pius cum Pariſienſi, Eth- 
til. „ ½ nicam praxim Decretis caſti- 
gant. Imperator Orientis non 
unvs Imaginibus adverſam ſe 
præbet. Agobardus, Hincmarus, 
Claudius Taurinenſis, alli bene mul- 
ti, in Occidente obnituntur. 
Fruſtrà hæc omnia fuère; Quip- 
pe, inter Imperii turbas, & mu- 
tuas Conciliorum ſecum invicem 
pugnantium diras, ſuperſtitionis 
J nod. Pi- illius peſtis, partim ignorantia, par- 
is. an. xz ꝗ tim peſſimæ conſuetudinis uſu, ( lic 
| loquntur Pariſienſes) tandem 
prævaluit. 


Baptiſmu. jam, de Baptiſmi & Eucha- 
* riſtæ ſolennibus, quid dicamus? 
a Quos quidem ritus, in ſe ipſis 
planiſſimos, & intellectu obvios, 

non tam novos inſtituit, quam, 

ex Judzorum uſibus deſumptos, 

ſuæ Difciplmæ aptavit Chriſtus. 
Neque vero primi Chriſtiani ab 
horum rituum fine atque indole 


ſtatim aberrarunt, utpote quos 


* M. in Apologiis, ad Ethnicos ipſos 
70% 2. datis, apertiſſime ſimul &. ſim- 


liciſimè deſcribunt. Veriim 


ſorduit ſimplicitas illa, apud ſe- 
gquioris #vi Doectores. Majus 
quid ſuſpicati ſunt, & ad 1 

+ "FE | am 


; 


1 


Worſhiped. Holy Men withſtood 
this a great while ;, The Council of 
Eliberis forbids PiAures to be placed 
in Churches. Upon the thought of 
this, Epiphanius was in an heat, Conc. El. 
and tore a Veil which had a Picture lib. Can 
drawn upon it. Serenus brake Ima- 35. Ep. 
ges, and threw them out of the Epilt. ad 
Church, Charles the Great in his x N 
Synod held at Francfort , and Greg. M. 
Ludovicus Pius in his Synod 4t Lib. IX. 
Paris, made Decrees to condemn Ep. 9+ 
this Heathen Practice; ſeveral of 
the Emperors of the Eaſt, declare i 
themſelves againſt the uſe of theſe, | 
Agobardus, Hincmarus, Clau- 
dius Taurinenſis, and many others 
endeavour the ſame thing, in the 
Weſt. But all this was in vain ; 
for what by reaſon of the traubles of 
the Empire, and what upon account 
of the Anathema's of contrary Coun- 
cis, the Plague of that ſuperſti- 
tion, partly from Ignorance, and = 
partly from a bad Cuſts8m, ( /or Syn. Par. 
fo the Council of Paris ſpeaks ) pre- an. 824. 
vailed. 
What ſhall we ſay of the Ceremo- Baptiſm. | 
nies uſed in Baptiſm, and the Eu. Eucharilt.| 
chariſt ? Which Rites as they are in ; 
themſelves very plain, and eaſy to 
be underſtood, ſo our Saviour did 
not ſo much inſtitute them anew, as 
taking them from the uſage of the 
Jews, adapted them to his Religion. 
Neither did the primitive Chriſti. 
ans, for a good nhile, make any 
deviation from ere, end and Nature 
of theſe Rites, which in their Apolo- 
_ gies rothe Heathens,they play and \ 
mfly deſcribe. But this [implyity 7 1 
' ſeemed to mean to the Poller of 
72 D the 


No 
{ 


go © 90 


dam apud Ethaicos reverenti- 
am aptius. Fuerunt jam ge7e 
luus ileta miri quidam ac tremen- 
di ritus, de quibus, niſi apud 
initiatos, ne muſſitare quidem 
licuit 5 Iago of veuvnuuou Hinc 
nova pompa quotidie Solennibus 
illis addita, nova virtus iis ad- 
ſcripta , novz figure, novæ 
yaa, in extollendis illis 
| uſurpatz. Quod quidem, pro- 
F  greſlu temporis, in eam excre- 
| vit prodigiorum, imo abſurdi- 
| tatum, mole, cujus, niſi cer tis 
g nimium conſtaret documentis, 
N fides elle laboratura. 


ji 


a 1 
eo 1111, 
Wacies mu- 
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Quemadmodum vero in Riti- 
bus, ſic & in ipſo Eccleſiz Re- 
gimine, a primæva inſtitutione 
non parum aberratum eſt. Tota 
ejus facies mutata: Novorum 
Munerum nullus finis. Politia 
Eccleſiaſtica ad Imper)i normam 
exacta. Miniſteria in Dignita» 
tes, docendi cura in ſocordi- 

am, modeſtia in faſtum, pie- 
tas in factionem converſa. 
Synodi, ad Eccleſiæ bonum, 
& componenda diſſidia, nate, 
ab illis finibus ita degeneres, 
partium ſtudiis ita violate, Prin- 
cipum arbitrioita mancipatz, ut 
nullam ſe vidiſſe, quæ nor mages 
ad augenga mala, quam minuen- 
da, contulerit, teſtetur Nazian- 
(Gregor. Lens; al W 24x07 exe X) AAUP Yeu 
| _ A xpeiTſores, nam, addit, liti- 
Epi. LV. £444. een hae 
lad Procop, Sani & imperitandi cupido, plus 
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verence among the Heathen, Hence 


ratio, in illis ualent; Une ' 
e 


the following Ages. They ſuſpect ed 
ſome- greater thing to be in them, 
and ſomething more fit to create Re- 


came the dread Miſteries,the won- 
derful and tremendous Rites, 
of which they muſt not ſo much as 
whiſper but among the initia- 
ted; thoſe mho are partakers of 
the Myſteries know what they 
are. From hence ſome new Pomp 
is continually added to theſe Sacra- 
ments, ſome newVirtue is aſcribed, 
ſome new Figures and new Hyper- 
holes uſed in extolling them. Which 

in proceſs of time grew to that heap 

of Monſters and Abſurdities which 

we could not believe, unleſs we had 

the moſt evident aſſurance thereof. 

Now, as in Ceremonies, ſo in the The Face 
Government of the Church, there of Church 
was 4 ſwerving from the Primitive Covern 
Inſtitution. The whole force of it N q 

anged, 

was changed; there was no end of 
Inſtituting Eccleſiaſtical Officers; 
the Church Polity was modell d ac- 
cording to the Form of the Empire; 
the Miniſterial Offices were chang- 
ed into Dignities; the care of Teach- 
ing into Slothfulneſs ; Modeſty into 
Pride; Piety into Faction; Synoas, 
which were deſigned to compoſe the 
Differences in the Church, did ſo 
degenerate from that End, being 
ſo perverted by Faction, and ſo 
[laviſhly devoted to the Mills of Prin- 
cr that Nazianzen witneſſes, 


That he never ſaw any one of 


them, which did not more in- 
creaſe the Diſtempers of the 
Church, than leſſen them; fer Greg. Naz 
the love of Contention, and the Ep. LV. 

| . love ad- Procop 


| - NT * » 
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ſe oye Tdy]a ovaroyer dmoxowwy love of Power, were more pre- 
ſe omnem Epiſcoporum conventum valent in them, than Reaſon : 
fugere atque averſari, apertè pn Wherefere he openly deelares, That 
dit. Quorum tamen Conven- be ſhunned and avoided thoſe 
tuum uſus, pro imperantium vo- Meetings of the Biſhops. Which 
luntate, & ſæpe quidem minimis Conventions, they meeting according 
de cauſſis, ita temporibus illis tothe Pleaſure of the Prince, and 
crebreſcebat, ut Ethnicis ludi- pon ſo little occaſions, were ſo com- 

11nim, brio eſſent, caterviſque illis Anti- mon in thoſe Times, t hat they made 

Marcell. ſtitum, jumentis publicis ultro ſport to the Heathen : For Am- 

Lib, 21. citroque diſcurrentibus, per Synodos, mianus, either jeſtingiy or ſeriouſiy, 

. 15. quas appellant, rei vehicularie ner- takes notice, That Troops of Bi. Ammian 
vos ſucciſos, jocorne an ſeriò, ſhops run ſo much backwards Marc. 
notet Ammianus. and forwards to their Synods, as _— 1e. 

they call them, in the Publick . 14. 


Diſdia 


Et quis neſcit Antiſtitum 


n iras, æmulationes, diſſidia, bella 


Hieron. 


luſquàm civilia, & nunquam 
intermoritura, utramque Anna- 
lium paginam implentia? Pug- 
gnas nempe de rebus leviſſimis, 
de meris vocibus ut plurimùm, 
de ritibus adiaphoris, de myſte- 
riis «xzJaaiaJog, de queſtionibus 


quas neutri intelligerent imo 


& a ſe non intelligi ipſi ſæpe 
confiterentur : Convitia ab An- 
tiſtibus, nullo Le nullo 
iræ modo, in ſe invicem con- 
jecta; qualia, vel ab uno Hiero- 


nymo, mox in Rufſinum, mox in 


Jovinianum, mox in Vigilantium, 
mox in Johannem Hieroſolymita- 
num, fœda prorsùs, & ore Chri- 
ſt iano indigniſſima proferuntur : 
Anathemata in mortuos, imò 


pluribus nonnunquam poſt obi- Fc 
out Anathema's again#t the Dead, 


tum Szculis, vibrata; velut in 
Origenem illum Aaamantinn , 
cujus pridem defuncti fama tot 
convitiis diſcerpta, ſed cujus ta- 

* . * Menz 


Carriages, that they ſpoil'd the 
Limbs of the Horſes. 

Beſides, who is ignorant, that 
the Anger, Contentions, and Dif- 
ferences of the Biſhops, Diffe- 
rences more than Civil, and which 
were ſometimes never made up, do 
fill up the Books of Hiſtory ? They 
had Quarrels about the moſt trivial 
Matters, for the moſt part about 
mere Words, about indifferent Rites, 
about unintelligible Myſteries, about 
Queſtions which neither of them un- 
derſtood, nay, which they them- 
ſelves confeſſed thar they did not 
underſtand; Reproaches caſt by ſome 
of theClergy againſt others, wit heut 
any mode ſty or temper; astoinftance 
only in Jerom, one time flying out 
againſt Ruffinus, at another, ag aint 


Jovinian ; ſoon again? Vigilan- 


tius, and then again#t John of Je” 


ruſalem, Hs againft them 


ords, and not fit 


mort ſcandalous 
or a Chriſtian's Mouth; throwing 


and that many years after their 


deceaſe, as againit Origen, whoſe, 


Character after his Death was torn 
8 11 


men, cum invidia nominis, op- 
taſſet Hieronymus habere etiam 
{cientiam ſcripturarum; velut in 
Theodoreti, Theodori, atque Ibe 
Capitula toto etiam poſt obitum 
Szculo Eccleſiam in partes vo- 
cantia; De ſummis Sedibus cer- 
tamina, non ambitu modo fœ- 
diſſima, ſe& & tumultibus ac 
Kragibus non ſemel funeſtata, 
& ſapientum inter Ethnicos 
ſtomachum moventia; velut in 
Damaſi & Vrſicini, Romanum 
Epiſcopatum ambientium, com- 
petitione, qua peremptorum uno 
die, in Baſilica Sicinini, centum 
triginta ſeptem reperta cadavera, 
efferatamque diu plebem ægre de- 
linitam, non ſine indignatione 
& graviſſima cenſuræ nota, ho- 
K mo Ethnicus refert Ammianus; 
Lil. 22 Qui & alibi, zullas inſeſtas homi- 
. 5. mibus beſtias, ut ſunt ſibi ferales 
W-—  plerique Chriſtianorum, diſertè aſ- 
ſerit. Quæ quidem Eccleſiæ 
* probra ac dedecora, exemplo 
= — Conftantini M, pallio obvelare, 
| eorumque monumenta in ignem 


memoriam recolere, niſi ex his 
documenta ducere, & alienarum 
culparum moneri exemplis, & re 
noſtra eſlet. 
. Quid, Quòd unus inter Epiſ- 
copos, pari cum reliquis loco, ſi 
ad originem ipſam aſcenderis, 
nec majort poteſtate præditus, 
mox, ſuadente Urbis majeſtate, 
fayentechriſtianorum illuc undi- 
que ob varia negotia proficiſcen- 
tium concurſu, adjuvante Impe- 
ratorum, aliorumqũe Principum, 


* 


© 81 5 1 & | L he | 
. HOO Buſmeſs ; upon account 


conjicere mallem, quam eorum 


Original; but afterwards, by rea- 
in illam Sedem benevolentia, & /or of the greatneſs of his City, and 

e A PET Uk -.col-: 
of the Baunty, of the Emperors, and other 
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in pieces with ſo many Invectivet, 
tho at the ſame time St. Jerom 
ad his knowledge of the Scri- . 
ptures;as the Calumnies which were Gen. 
thrown upon the Chapters f Theodo- 
ret, Theodorus, and Ibis, which di- 
vided the Church into Parties, a 
whole Age after they were de ad. 
Their Contentions about the chief 
Sees, not only in ſcandalouſly can- 
vaſing fur them, but occaſioning ſuch 
Tumults and Murders by them, ſo 
as to make the wiſe Heathens to 
upbraid them for it; as in the Com- 
petition of Damaſus a Urſici- 
nus, for the Biſhoprick of Rome, 
during which, in the Church of 
Sicininus there were found an 
hundred and thirty ſeven dead 
Carcaſes kill'd in one day, and * 
the Common. People were in ſuch 38. cap. 
38. cap. 3. 

an uproar. that it was very hard 
to appeaſe them, as Ammianus 
Marcellinus, a HeathenWriter, does 
relate, not without a very ſevere 
Animadverſion ; and who in another 
place does expreſly aſſert, That 
wild Beaſts do not infeſt Man- 
kiad more, than Chriſtians are 
plagues to one another. Which 
Difaraces of the Church, I oou d be 
willing, with Conſtantine the Great, 
to through a Cloak over, and rather 
burn the Records of them, then to re- 
member them, unleſs it were to our 
advantage, to take warning by theſe 
miſcarriages. 

What ſhall we ſay, t hat one among The Pride 
the Biſhops, but of equal Authority of the Bi- 


with the reſt, if you look back to his 7 Dig 


* envied him, that he wiſhed he * 


Vid. Sib. 
22 C. 5 


the vaſt concourſe of People thither 


f the Chriſtian Religion. 


collatis in eam honoribus,promo- 


* 


* 


the Tranſtarion of the Imperial Re- 


vente Auguſtæ Sedis Conſtanti- ſidence to Conſtantinople, the V- 


nopolim tranſlatione, & Bar ba- 
rorum irruptionibus, & fractis 
Imperii veribus, aliiſque circum- 
ſtantiis, inipcllente inter hunc 
Epiſcopum & Byzantiaum æmu- 
latione , accedentibus plurium 
ex iis, qui Sedem iſtam occr» 
BUI. N. parunt, artibvs, in illud tandem 
-- 5 „ ſupercilium (Sers Sur dicitur 
Afric. Ep, Baſlio; ſumoſum typhum dicunt 
ad Caleſt. Africani ) in illud, inquam, ſu- 
perbiæ atque grrogantiz cul- 
men aſcendit, ut omnia ad ſe 


trahere, more dictatorĩo de om- 


nibus pronuntiare, Epiſcopi Qe- 
cumenici titulum uſurpare, 

cum titulo imperium re vera in 

univerſam Eccleſiam aſſumere, 

Leges figere ac refigere, ſeſe ſu- 

pra Reges ipſos ac Imperatores 

extollere, illos pro libitu ex- 

auctorare, ſubditos fidelitatis ſa- 

cramento exſolvere, alios in eo- 

rum locum ſufficere, denique 

Monarcham Eecleſiæ, Chriſti 

Vicarium, Deum in terris, ſeſe 

gerere non duhiraverit : Ut pa- 

2 Theſſ. 2. teret, verè illum eſſe, qui, juxta 

+ pauli vaticinium, in Templo 

Dei ſeſſurus, ſe pro Deo vendita- 

turus, ſeque ipſum de 74Y oiCas- 

ua, auſu ſacrilego, elaturus fuerat. 

Diſcipli- 3 Inter hec vero, & aliud Ma- 

na col iap- lum in Eccleſiam irrepſit; re- 

Ja. miſſa nempe paulatim, tandem” 

que extincta prors us Difciplina- 

Enimverò, auQa dignitatibus ac 

divitiis Eccleſia, aucta ſimul li- 

centia eſt, Principes, alitque 

N Nobiles, dum in vitia przcipites 


ruerent, jugum Chriſti detre- 


care, 


ad 


nounce like a Dictator upon every 


ruptions of the harbarout Nations, 
and the decay of the Power of the 
Empire, the emulation between 
that and the Conſtantinopolitan 
See, with other Circumſtances 
aſſiſting ; to which we may add the 
Arts of thoſe that ſat in that See, 
which roſe to ſuch a degree of 
Haughtineſs and Arrogance, (St. 
Baſil calls it the Weſtern Brow z; 
the Africans call it the ſmoaky 
Pride) that he began to bring all 


things to his copnizance,” to pro- 


matter, to uſurp the Title of Uni. 
verſal Biſhop, and, beſides the Title, 
in reality to take upon him the Go- 
verument of the whole Church, to 
make Laws and to repeal them, to 
exalt himſelf above Kings and Em- 
perors, to depoſe them at bis plea- 
ſure, to abſolve their Subjects from 
their Oath of Allegiance,and to ſub- 
ſlitute others in their places, to make 
himſelf the Monarch of the Church, 
the Vicar of Chriſt, a God upon Po 
Earth : Which made it clear, that 2 Theſl. 
he was that Perſon, who, according * + © 
ro St. Paul's Propheſy, oppoſeth 
and exalteth himſelf above all 
that is called God, or that is 
worſhipped. . | 
Among theſe Evils of the Church The Diſci- 
there crept in another, which was, pline ſunb. 


| That the Diſcipline was remiſs and 


in'a manner extintt. For the Church 
lu increaſed in Dignities and 
Riches, Licentiouſneſs likewiſe in- 
creaſed with them. Princes, and 
other great Men, run into all wick- 
eaneſs and extravagancies,” throw” _ 


A 1b * ing 


tem, jura omnia everſum ire. 
Epilcopi, ſæcularibus impliciti 
negotiis, alia omnia quam ſui 
regis. emendationem curare 3 
iras omnes, non in vitia, fed 
in hereſes, vibrare; partium 
ſtudiis totos ſe tradere, reliqua 
omnia poſthaberez Eccleſias, 
non antiquo ritu, Presbyteris 
nimirùm in conſilium vocatis, 
ſed pro libitu adminiſtrare, a- 
deoque multa negligere, ad quæ 
attendi oportuit. Tandem pub- 
lica Pœnitentia penitùs deſueſ- 
ce re, nec niſi inanis quædam 
ejus umbra relinqui cœpit, quæ 
nec frænum vitiis injicere, nec 
in aliis propemodum quam in 
nugis occuparetur. 


— 


a _ 
_ — — — — 
— —— — — — — 
— — — — — — 
, \ 
- 


— e 


— 11 —— 


- — 
KK — . 


= MC 


— — 


4 


. 


| Moresquee Quibus omnibys, quam cor- 
ridie in rupti fuerint, quantum à pri- 
eius m. mæva puritate devil, Chriſtia- 
endes. gorum mores, me tacente, a- 
bunde perſpicitis. Ita profecto 

fuit, Auditores, Chriſtiani no- 

mine quidem plurimi, re pauciſ- 

- fimi fuerunt. Pietatis forma 
ubique , vis nuſpiam. Religio, 

non ut antea, in mentis puritate, 

I morumque innocentia , tota in 
ritibus collocari cœpit. Princi- 
pes bellis ſævire, in omnem ef- 
tundi libidinem , nullo ab Eth - 
nicis diſcrimine. Antiſtites ſu- 
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care, omnem Eccleſiz liberta- 


ing of the Yoke of Chriſt, they broke 
through all the | Eccleſiaſtical * and 
Human Laws. The Biſhops bein 
immerſed in ſecular Affairs, 01 
care of every thing elſe but their 
Flocks ;, they threw out their Ana- 
thema i, not againſtVicesbut againſt 
Hereſies ; they laid ont all their 
time in promoting their Parties, ne- 
glecting every thing elſe; they did 
not call in their Presbyters to adviſe 
with, but did every thing upon their 
own Head,and therefore muſt neeas, 
neglect many things, which they 
ought to have taken care of. At laſt 
Publick Pennance began to be diſ- 
ted, or at leaſt nothing leſt but an 
o /hadow of it, which neither 
gave any check to wickedneſs, nor 


was uſed in any but frivolous mat- 


By all which, hom corrupt the Man: Manners 
ners of Chriſtians were render'd, dil 


; 
and hom much deviated from the ee 


primitive Purity, you your ſelves are worſe. 


apprized of, without my ſpeaking. 

This, Sirs, was the State of the 

Church then: There were manycChri. 

ſtians in Name, but few in reality. 
The Form of Piety was every where, 

but the Power nowhere : Religi n 
did not, as heretofore, conſiſt in pu- 
rity.of Mind,and Innocency of Mane 
ners,but it began all to be placed 

in Ceremonies. Princes raged in 

War againſt one another, giving 

themſelves a looſe to all their Luſts, 
in no ways different from the very 
Heathens. The Biſhops were proud 

and factious, and only intent upon 

their omn Intereſt. Thecommon People 

following theſe blindò nides indulged 
themſei ves in the ſameVicesand fell 
Re) | into 


Chriſtianorum, quam vitiorum ſen- 


tinam fuiſſe, conqueratur Salvi- 


anus; Eccleſiamque, avi putreſ- 
centi, ac præ vetuſtate naufra- 
gium minanti, Gregorius ille 
Magnus aſſimilare non vereatur: 
Heu! quid difturus uterque, fi 
ad illam temporum fæcem ac 
putredinem, quæ aliquod poſt 
Szculis conſpecta eſt, vitam pro- 
tendiſſent ? 


Atque ita ſenſim ad infauſta 


IV. ; 
Xras Fer- illa delabtmur tempora, quibus 


re a,Secu- tetriora ac fædiora ne fingi qui - 


40 10. & 
ſequenti- 
bus. Ba- \ 
ron. ad - antur. Certe Barenus Sæculi X. 


Au. 900. primordia narraturus, dicit il- 
Seck. 1. lud ſvi aſperitate ac boni ſteri- 
litate ferreum, mali exun- 

« dantis deformitate plumbeum, 

© inopia Scriptorum obſcurum, 
11. An 958 ©« appellari conſueviſſe. Et mox 
© 912 « Deum oblitum Eccleſiz ſux, 
&« cvjus facies lurida ac fœdiſſi- 

ce ma; Chriſtum alto ſopore in 
Eccleſiæ navi dormiiſſe, ne- 

2 que quenquam, qui ipſum ex- 

citaret, repertum eſſe; abo- 

— « minationem deſolationis tunc 
15 4 in Eccleſia viſam; vix credi 
. Los poſſe, quam indigna , quam 
& 3. turpia ac deformia , quam 
© execranda ac abominanda, 

„* in Apoſtolica ſede viſa ſint, 

« expreſlis verbis docet Purpu- 

© ratus. Referam-ne craſliſſi- 

mam illorum temporum igno- 
rantiam , exſtincta ſtudia, ja- 

centes literas , Incubantem Ec- 

cleſip barbariem, humanarum 


dem poſle, vel acerrimi cauliz 
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Pontificiæ defenſores non in fici- 


pariter 


into the ſame Pit. So that except» | 
ing ſome few good Perſons (as Sal- 
vian complaint) the Congregati- 
on of Chriſtians was nothing 
but a ſink of Vices; and a: Gre- 
gory the Great compares it, the 
Church was like a rotten Ship, 
which was continually in danger 
of ſinking. Oh! What mould 
both of them have ſaid, if they had 
lived to thoſe dregs and corruption 
of times, which were ſeen ſome A. 


ges after ! 


And now we are by degrees fallen xy, 
down into thoſe unhappy Ag est han, The Iron 
which, as the defenders of Popery Age, in | 
themſelves allow, more 42 and the iotn 
ſcandalous ones can not be imagin- 3 
* 8 in his Introdiction 3 
to his Hiſtory of the tenth Ape ad 
* ſays, Hier by its roughneſs 2 3 k 
* barrenneſs of all Good, it may be Scct. 1. 
called the Iron Age; that for irs | 
e deformity, upon the account of 
* the prevalence of all Vice, it 
© maybe ſtiled the Leaden Age; 
©« and for its want of good Writers, 
* it may be called the Dark Age. 
And preſently aſter, the Cardinal 
& ſays expreſly, that God ſeemed 
in this Age to have forgotten his 
& Church, whoſe Face was now ſo 1 
„ lowring and defor med, that Chriſt 9 
“ ſeemed to be aſleep in the Ship of il 
* his Church , nor was there any f 
one found to awake him; that 
& the abomination of De ſalation 
et now ſeemed to bein the Church, 
de that it can hardly be believed, 
te what ill, what ſcamlalous, what 
© curſed and abominable Things 
© were [cen in theRomanSee, Shall 
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. 21 ab improbis, ſceleratis, impudicis, 
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I Lum. 
I ne quid Oriens Occidenti debeat 


i} IT heophyla 


Gum Ro- 


pariter ac divinarum rerum im- 
peritiam, ſtupor em quendam ani. 
mis inditum, eò uſq; ut nemo ferc 

vi literas didiciſlet, Rome ex- 
firifle perhibeatur? Dicam-ne 
effrænem prorſis, que tum reg- 
nabat, morum licentlam ? ** ft 
c Jem defeciſle; timorem Do- 
& mini de medio ſublatum; pe- 
te riiſſe de rebus juſtitiam; æ - 
“ quitatem ſubactam; violen- 
c“ tiam atque fraudem late do- 
te minantes; continentiæ, par- 
c cimoniæ, ſobrietati, nullum 
« locum; fornicationum genus 


&« citum z omne in præcipiti vi- 
c tium ſtetille 3 qualem popu- 


e ricorum domos, in poſtibula 
« meretricum, & conciliabula 
ce hiſtrionum evaſiſſe; prout fide 
digniſſimi horum temporum 
Scriptores teſtantur. Narrem- 


N Pon. ad n proculcata jura, everſam Diſ- 


ciplinam , Roſflanam Eccleſiam 


Genebr. præ donibus, invaſoribus, ſang ui na- 


| | * ad, viis, graſſatoribus, teſte Baronio, 
9e occupatam; quorum 50. circi- 


ter, per annos ferè 150. Apota- 


k : Ficos & Apoſtaticos, non Apoſto- 
licos dicendos eſſe, fatetur Gene- 


bardus; Pontificatum ex fœdiſ- 


gonen ſimarum meretricum arbitrio 
Auitania pendentem; puerum necdum 


[Comitis quinquennem in Archiepiſco- 


pum Rhemeaſem electum; ac, 


Conſtantinopolitanum. Præſu- 


Nat. 


næ quintz Antepaſcalis, in Pon- 
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ce quodlibet ſine rubore exer- 


« lum, tales Sacerdotes ; Cle- 


lem, vix annos ſexdecim natum, 
ani lnpe- ipſo die Cœnæ Dominicæ, Mag- 


I ſpeak of the darkIgnorance of thoſe 
Times, how all Learning was extin- 
89 budy laid aſide hom bar- 
arity overſpread the Church, how 
there was an ignorance of ev 
thing Divine and Human, and ſuch 
a ſtupidity upon Mens Minds, that 
in all the City f Rome, there 
was hardly any one who had learned 
to Read ? Shall I ſpeak of the un- 


overnable © Licence of Manners, 


* which prevailed then? Faith failed, 
8. the fear of God was taken away, 
I Juſtice was loſt, and Equity op- 
7 preſſed, Violence and Frand pre- 

vailed; there was no place for 
Moderation, Parſimony, or So- 
' briety, all kinds of Vncleanneſs 
1 ere prattiſed withour ſhame, 

every Vice was at its full pitch; 
© as was the People, ſo was the 
* Prieſt ; the Houſes of the Cler- 

* gy were Neſts of Whores and 
* Players, as the moſt credible 
Authors of thoſe times teſtify. Shall 
Itell bow al the Laws of the 
Church were trampled under foot, 
the Diſcipline overturned, and the 
See of Rome (as Baronius witne/- 
ſes) poſſeſſed by wicked and im- 
pious Perſons, by lewd Rakes, 
Robbers, Uſurpers, Murderers, 
Cut-throats, of which 50 for an 
150. Tears together, Genebrard 
confeſſes, that they ſhould rather be 
called Apotacticks and Apoſtates 
than Apoſtolicks ? That the Pope- 
dom was diſpoſed at the Plea- 
ſure of Whores ; That a Boy of five 
Tears old was choſen Arch-bilhop of 
Rhemes; and, leaſt the Eaſt ſhould 


nos be as bad as the Weſt, the Pa- 
was A 


triarch of Conſtantinople, 


v 


tificalibus Sacris operatum, ſo- 
lenn ia abrumpentem Sacra, ut 
ad equz partum accurreret; 
mox, conſpectò pul'o, ad abſol- 
venda Sacra redeuntem ? O dig- 
na tempora, quæ, & firmandæ 
Idolomaniz, Artolatrie, indu. 
cendæ, & propagandis errori- 
bus, & Pontificiæ tyrannidi ad 
cumulum perducendæ, & hirſu- 
tz cuidam ac barbarz Theolo- 
giz in medium proferendæ, & 
putidiſſimis Legendis , Fabulis 
{ins fine ac modo, cudendis, & 
inſtaurando Bello ſacro ( ſacro, 
dicam, imò ſacerrimo, ſed prout 
dicitur auri ſacra fames) iniquita- 
tum, ſcelerum, nequitiarum, 
fonte uberrimo, & erigendo de- 
nique, ad vim conſcientiis infe- 
rendam, iniquiſſimo juxta ac ſæ- 


viſſimo Tribunali, obſtetricaren. 


tur! Verùm txdet ſentinam il- 


lam ulteriùs movere ; tempuſque 


eſt, ut ad purgatam tot ſordi- 
bus Eccleſiam oculorum aciem 
vertamus. 

Magna, Þprofeto, A UDI- 


Chriſti T O RES, imò maxima jam Dei 


ni in. 
ftauratio 
per beatam 


fuerat in Eccleſiam indulgentia, 
uvod,ingruente illo errorum ac 


Reforma. {uperſtitionumdiluvio, quandam 


tionem. ſemper Arcam ſervaſſet, quod 


obtenebrata Xgypto, aliquem 


_ ſemper Goſcen illuſtraſſet, quod 


ſicca area, aliquod ſemper vel- 
lus irrigaſſet ; five, ut planins 
mentem exponamus, quod, in 


mediis Papatùs tenebris, inter 
Waldenfes, Albigenſes, Wiclefitas, - 


Huſſitas, Bobemos, puræ ſuæ ve- 
ritatis ſcintillas emicare ſemper 
voluiſſet. Verùm ulterius pro- 


of ibe Chriſtian Religion. 
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Boy of Sixteen Years of Age, who 
celebrating the Euchariſt, upon 
Maunday Thurſday in the Great 
Week, in his 5 Habit, left 
the Solemnity and run to ſee his 
Mare which had Feled, and having 
viem'd the Colt he came back to 
make an end of the Office. Fit times 
indeed For the ſettling the Worſhip 
of Images, and Bread, for propaga- 
ting all other Errors, for ſetting up 
the Popes Tyranny, for bringing in a 


barbarous Divinity and ridiculous 


Legends, fo coining Fables without | 


end or reaſon, for ſetting on foot 
holy Mars, thoſe Fountains of all Ini- 
quaties, Villanies and Impoſtures; 
for ſetting up an unjuſt Tribunal 
over Mens Conſciences. But I am 
weary of raking in this Sink, andit 
is time that we ſhould turn our Eyes 
upon the Church, as it was purged 


from this filth: 


Great indeed, Sirs, was the Mer. 
cy of God to hu Church, that, when 
ſuch a Deluge of Errors, and ſuper- 
ſtition, had overflowed the Church, 
he always kept his Ark ſafe; 
that when Darkneſs overſpread the 
Face of Egypt, yet he ſtill afford- 
ed Light in Goſhen ; that tho, the 


floor was dry, yet he ſtill watered 


his Fleece; andto ſpeak yet plainer, 
that, in the midſt of all the dark- 
neſs of Popery, he was willing that 
ſome ſmall ſparks of Truth ſhould 


ſhine among the Vaudois, the Al.” 


bingenſes, Wiclevites, Huffites, 
and Bohemians, But the father- 


x4 


eh ba; 


greſſa eſt pater na Dei in Eccleſi- 
am cura. Splendidiorem quippe 
accendi voluit facem, qua, non 
obſcuriquidam anguli, non arctæ 
quædam convalles, ſed Europa, 
quanta quanta eſt, imò & totus 
Orbis illuſtraretur. O felicia 
tempora! O beatam rerum con- 
verſionem ! cujus, quot ſunt cir- 
cumſtantiæ, tot profedò mira” 
cula, tot divinæ miſericordiz in- 
dicia deprehenduatur ! 
Enimverò, quis non obſervet, 
paratam veluti huic Speri viam, 
per Literarum inſtaurationem, 
Sæculis XV & XVI in his occiduis 
partibus factam; Arte Typogra- 
phica opportune ad id reperta,ut 
Bibliothecarum theſauri publici 
juris fierent ; & doQa illa Gre- 
corum manu, poſt captam a Tur- 
cis Conſtantinopolim, in Italiam 
delata, Grecaſqve. literas reſti- 
tuente, dum alii Latinas Hebrai - 
caſque inſtaurarent; quinimo vi- 
_ ris præſtantiſſimis non ſine Nu- 
mine excitatis, qui, velut alind 
agentes, ad Sacra inſtauranda 


faciem præferrent; Qualis præ 


cæteris fuit Eraſmus, qui, quan- 
quam ad Reformatores ipſemet 
non acceſſerit, imo & iis non- 
nunquam ſe adverſum præbue- 
rit, attamen, tum in facro Co- 


dice edendo atque illuſtrando, 


tum ia Eccleſiæ Veteris Scripto- 
ribus in lucem mittendis, tum 
in recept#Religionis ineptiis ar- 
gnendis, tum in veræ pietatis 
afficiis exponendis & commen- 
dis, ita utilem operam poſu- 

t dici nequeat, ad cauſſam 
Antium promovendam, 
.. contulerit.. Hec 
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further than this. 


ſhould be kindled, 
a few dark Corners, and narrow Va- 


ly care of God, to his Church, went 
He was pleaſed 
ſhining light than this 
which not only 


that a mere 


lies, but all Europe, wide as it is, 
and even the whole World, ſhould be 
enlightened. Happy times! And 
bleſſed turn of Affairs All the 


Circumſtances of which are ſo many 


Miracles, and ſo many Inſlances of 


the divine Mercy. 
For who does not make the Ob- 
ſervaticn, That the way was paved 


to this work, by the Reſtoration of 


Learning in theſe Weſtern Parts, 


during the and XV Ages? Print. 


ing being very opportunely found out 

whereby the Treaſures of Libraries 
became of Publick uſe, a great num- 
ber of Learned Greeks, after the 


taking of Conſtantinople by the 


Turks, coming into Italy, and re- 


ſtoring the Greek Learning there, 


whilſt others were recovering the He- 
brew and Latin Letters; nay more- 
over ſome very excellent Men, be- 
ing raiſed up by the divine Provi - 
dence, who, whilſt they were car- 
rying on another deſign, opened the 
way to 4 Reformation of Religion: 
As in particular Eraſmus, who 
alths* he did not joyn himſelf with 
the Reformers, nay in ſome things 


ofpoſed himſelf to them, yet partly by | 


putting our the Books of t he Holy Scri- 


pture, partly, in publiſhing Editions of 


the Writers of the ancient Church, 


partly in expoſing the follies of the 


then received Religion ; and A 
plaining and preſſing moral Duties,be 
laid out bis Labonrs ſo profitably,that 


it is unſpeakable,bow much he aſſiſt- 
ed theC auſe of the Prę eſt ants. Iheſe 
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Hæc præludia. Jam, fi ad 
_ ipſum Reformationis opus acce- 
damus, quis, non miretur, ve- 
lut ſign6 dato, per totam paſ- 
ſim Europam, apud Germanos, 
apud Helvetios, (Gentes receptis 
uſibus mordicus adbhæreſcentes) 
apud Gallos, apud Italos, apud 
Brit annos, apud Batavos, imo & 
ad ultimas uſque Sept entricnis oras. 
ingenti numero Viros exortos, qui 
Veritatis illuſt randæ, & Eccleſiæ 
ab errorum ſordibus expurgan- 
dæ, operam darent? Quis non 
ſuſpiciat, in viris illis, mitam 
ingenii felicitatem; eruditio- 
nem exquiſitam , longe ſupra 
captum temporum illorum; per- 
politam dicendi ſcribend ique ra- 


tionem, a Scholz bar barie plane 


alienam ; facundiz vim incom- 
parabilem, quæ non moveret, 
ſed traheret ; laboris patienti- 
am penè incredibilem z mentem 
excelſam ac plane divinam; ve- 
ri ſtudium indefeſſum; zelum 
domùs Oc i fer ventiſſimum; for- 
titudinem, conſtantiam, inter- 
ritum agimum qui, nec præ- 
ſentiſſimis periculis, nec minis 
inſtantis Tyranni nec ignibus 
ac ſuppliciis, a propoſito dimo- 
veretur, res toto orbe notiſſimas, 
neque ſatis unquam przdicandas? 
Quis non miretur, tot circa ca- 
pita, tum in Doctrina, tum in 
cultu, tum in Diſciplina atque 
Regimine, eos ad verum perve- 
nille ; cumque tota Chriſti Reli- 
gio, inde a pluribus Sæculis, ca- 
ligine, non dicam obducta, ſed 
pene abxuta jaceret, eam ex 


tus? 


Theſe were Preludes of the Re- 
formation. But if we approach 
nigher to the Work it ſelf, who is 
not firuck with wonder, That a 
great number of Men ſhould ariſe, 
as it were upon a Signal piven, 
throughout all the Nations of Europe, 
among the Get mans and Switzers 
( Men that are wont tenaciouſly to 
adhere to their own Cuſtoms) among 
the French, Italians, Britains, 
Dutch, yea and the moſt Northern 
Nations, and ſhould lay out their 
Labours, in clearing up the Truth, 
and purging the Church from all the 
Soil of Errors, which it had con- 
tracted? Who is not aſtoniſhed at 
the wonderful happineſs of natural 
Parts, which theſe Perſons were en- 
dowed with; at their exquiſite 
Learning, far above the capacity 
of thoſe times ;, their polite way of 
Speaking and Writing, fo different 
from the Scholaſticſ barbarity which 
then obtained; the incomparable 
force of their Eloquence, which net 


only moved but attracted; their 


incredible Patience in Labour ; their 
Minds ſo Noble and Divine; their 
indefatigableneſs in their Studies 3 


their moſt fer vent Zeal for the Houſe 
of God; their fortitude, conſtancy _ 


and intrepid Courage, as not being to 
be beat off from their deſign, either by 
the preſent dang ers, or the I hr catsof 
Tyrants ; things ſufficiently known 
over all the Morid, and never enuugb 


to be extolled? Who does not admire; 


that they ſhould come at the Truth int 

ſo many Heads of Doctrine, Worſhip, 

Diſcipline and Government; a 

when all R dligions for fa man Aga, 
2 


was 
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tumulo velut excitaſſe, & nativo 


ſao ſplendori, in pleriſque ſal- 
tem, reddidiſſe? Quis non mi- 
retur incredibilem, quà mag- 
num illud opus promotum eſt, 
velocitatem ; dementata Rome 
conſilia: artes adverſantiumPrine 
cipum irritas; imò verò Prin- 
cipes illos, qui maximè adver · 
ſabantur, hujus operis miniſtros 
factos; Eccleſias noſtras, veteris 
more, ſuis ex cineribus non ſe- 
mel renatas; ſanguinem Prote- 
ſtantium, ſemen Eccleſiæ; ex- 
quiſitiorem crudelitatem Sectæ 
illecebram ; ædificatam, cum cæ- 
deretur : Ut inſtaurati Chriſti- 


aniſmi, eadem que primevi, 


eſſet fortuna. 


. Equidem, Auditores, dum in 


illa tempora cogitatione me 
transfero, dum Heroas illos, 
quorum miniſterio Lux Eccleſiis 
noſtris reddita eſt, ob oculos 


mimi pono, dum eorum virtutes, 


dum eorum labores conſidero, 


dum, quid viderint, quid tenta- 


verint, quid perfecerint, quid 


perpeſſi ſint, apud me ipſum ex- 
pende, ſane his omnibus ita af- 
ficior, ita moveor, ita extra me 
rapior, ut majora ob hominibus 
vix perſici poſſe videantur. 
Quod fi verò illos interim non 


omnia vidiſſe, in quibuſdam ce- 


ſpitaſſe, humani quid paſſos eſſe, 
quibuſdam caruiſſe ſubſidiis, quæ, 


. ” . * * A * 
I, noviſſimi temporis induſtria, di- 


cam an felicitate, reperta ſunt, 
ob res leviuſculas nimis quan- 
n R doque 


was not only overcaſt but buried in 
darkneſs, that they ſhould revive 
it out of its Grave and reſtore it, for 
the generality at leajt, to its ancient 
Splendor * Who does not wonder at 
the incredible ſwiftneſs, with which 
this Work was carried on ;, how the 
Counſels of Rome were infatuated ; 
how the Arts of Princes who oppoſed 
it were ſruſtrated, and they them- 
ſelves madeInſtruments of thisMWork; 
how our Churches like the Primi- 
tive one, were born again out of 
their Aſhes, how the Blood of the 
Proteſtants were the Seed of the 
Church; how the more exquiſite Cru- 
elty, there was uſed againſt it , 
brought Proſelites thereunto; how ic 


was raiſed up mhilſt᷑ it was cut down; 


ſo that Keformed Chriſtianity did 
exattly ſhare the ſame fortune with 
the Primitive? | 
And truly, Sirs, whilſt I carry 
my thoughts to thoſe times, whilſt I 
caſt my Eyes upon thoſe Heroick Per- 
ſonages, by whoſe Miniſtry Light 
was reſtored to our Churches, whilſt 
I conſider their Virtues and their 
Labours what they diſcovered, what 
they attempted, what they brought to 
perfection, Iam ſo affected, moved 
and tranſported, that I cannot think 
that greater things were poſſible to 
be done by Men. For, alths* we 
ſhould acknowledge, That they did 
not ſee all things, That they were in 
Tome matters miſtalen, and were 
ſubject to human frailty; that they 
wanted ſome helps, which the Induſt- 
ry, or rather the Happineſs, of theſe 
latter times bave afforded, That they 
were ſometimes too much hated up- 
37 e Op 
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VI. 
De „at u 
Detringe 
Evangeli. 


ce Poſt Re l u 1 | | 
formatio. Tat, Non parum lucis, quibuſ- ſacred Doctrine, by ſeveral Men in foralation 


Tem. 


quitatis, cùm profanæ, tùm ſacræ, 
ſtudio, magna induſtria paſſim ex- 


- o fit, & tot adhuc nebulis te 


d6que exar ſiſſe, Cultui fort? atque 
Diſcipline ultimas nondum c ur as 
adjeciſſe, imo & per temporum in- 


felicitatem, quecunque animo vol- 


vebant, perficere non valuiſſe, de- 
nique, inter immenſos ſuos & ſurs- 
ma laude dig niſſimos labores, ali- 
quid nihilominus poſterorum dili- 
gentiæ reliquiſſe confiteamur, id 
profectò eorum gloriæ & laudi- 
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on ſmall masters, That perhaps 
they did not add their laſt cares 
to Wo hip and Diſcipline, and 
thro” the infelicity of the times 
they lived in, That they were 
not able to bring about what 
they had in their Thoughts, and 
That, after their immenſe, and 
moſt worthy Labours, they left 
ſomething for the Diligence of 


bus non magis detrahit, quam . Poſterity to do after them, we 
ſi homines, non Dii, fuiſſe per- ſhould not more detract from their 


bibeantur. 


Ab illo verò tempore, ſi quis 
poſtulet, quænam fuerit inſt au- 
rati Chriſtianiſmi, in , 
noſtris, fortuna, reſponſum fe: 


dam ſaltem in regionibus, & per 


quoſdam vere doctos viros, Do- 


ctrinæ ſacræ commodatum eſſe, 
tum ex Linguarùm originalium 
notitia uber iore; tum ex vere 
Critices regulis accuratius per- 
ſpectis, meliuſque in praxim 
redaQis; tum ex rectiori, quàm 
quæ antea fuerat, philoſophandi 
ratione; tum denique ex Anti- 


culto: Quæ quidem ſubſid ia, quàm 
doctos pepereriat in Codicem 
SacrumCommentarios,quam exi- 
mios tùm de dogmatibus, tùm de 
officiis, Tractatus, quàm ſolidas de 
capitibus inter Chriſtianos con- 


troverſis diſputationes; prædicari 


ſatis non poteſt. Interim, quod 
lumen illud latins diffuſum non 


cauſſæ 


gatur, 


Glory and Honour, than if we ſhould 


Jay they were Men, and not Gods. 


But if any ſhould ask, what 
was the State of Reformed Chriſti 
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OF the 


2 State of 
anity in our Churches, after that Chin. 


time? he may be anſwer'd, That anity, af; 


no little Light has been given to the tet theke 


different Countries, partly by reaſon 
of a fuller Knowledge of the Ori- 


ental Tongues, partly becauſe the 


Rules of true Criticks are more ac- 
curately undi ſtood, and reduc'd to 


practice; partly upon account of 4 


more exact way of Philoſophixinę, 
than was known before; and lastly, 
by reaſon that the ſtudy of profane 
and ſacred Antiquity has been 
cultivated, with more pains, By 
which aſſiſtances what excellent Com- 
mentaries have been-written upon 
the Bible what admirableTreatiſes 
upon the Doctrines and Duties of 


Keligion I. what (folid Diſſertations. . 
upon contrauerted Points! nothing 


can hd [aid too micht. 
But why this Light | was not fur 
ther difſuſed,' and why it ii yet un- 
der ſame. Clouds, there are ſeveral 


2D don't 


cauſes. which may be aſſig ud. I 


- 
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cauſſee plures poſſunt aſſignari. 
Non jam rogos, non jam carni- 
fices, non jam exilia, carcereſ- 
que, accuſo. Non hi præcipui, 
mihi credite, rei Evangelicæ ho- 
ſtes fuerunt, Contra, plures effi- 
cimur, dum metimur; aurumque 
fidei ex ignibus purius exit. Sed 
paci potiùs & pacis vitiis, ſed 
Mundi contagio, ſed remiſſo No- 
ſt rorum zelo, ſed Scholz bat bariei 
multis in locis adhuc- regnanti, 
ſed inanibus MyſtarumTrixis, pre- 
cariis hypotheſibus, ex poſitioni- 
bus Scripturæ vanis, & nullo ti- 
bicine nixis, ſed pertinaciæ, ſu- 
perbiæ, dominandi cupidini, ſed 
in primis infauſtis illis, & ſangui- 
neis lacry mis deflendis, Eccleſia- 
rum noſtrarum ſciſſuris, que, tum in 
Germania, tum in Britannia, tum 
in Belgio, viſe ſunt, hodieque, non 
ſine maximo bonorum luctu, ibidem 
cernuntur, his, inquam, his pro- 
priè debetur, quod uſque adhuc 
» ſtet Antichriſtus, quodque Lux 
Evangelica, inde a tempore Re · 
formationis, non majora incre- 
menta ceperit. 
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| VII. Nos quod attinet, AUD I- 
Feng, I OR ES, ut de nobis tandem 
Bos ; dicamus, noſtrum eſt hac luce 

frui imò & illam, ſi ſier i poſſit, 


2 mævi, five renaſcentis Chriſtia- 
©: niſmi Antiſtitum, veſtigiis in- 
| fiſtere. Noſtrum eſt, illorum ex- 
empl6, præjudicatis Halba. 
Fm e- 


Contagion contratted from 
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don't lay the blame upon Fire and 
Faggot, upon Executioners, Baniſh- 
ments, and Priſons. Believe me, 
theſe were nor the chief Enemies of 
the Proteſtant Religion : Nay, on 
the contrary, the more we were mon- 
ed down, we grew up the faſter, 
and came, like Gold, the more pure 
out of the fire. This is moſtly owing 


to the Vices which our State of 


Trangquillity has produc'd, to the. 
the 
World, to our Zeal growing cold, 
tothe Barbarity of the Schools, mhic h 
yet reigns in mary places ʒ to the idle 
Quarrels of the Miniſters of our 
Religion ;, to precarious Hypotheſis's 
advanced by ſome, and to vain Fu- 
poſitions of Scripture, which will not 
bear the Teſt given by others; to pee- 
viſhneſs, pride, with a deſire of 
preſcribing to all others; but chieflyto 
the Rents in our Churches, which are 
to be bewailed with Tears of Blobd; 
ſuch as the Diviſions which formerly 
aroſe in Germany, Britain, Hol- 
land, and which continue to this day; 
to theſe, 1 ſay, it is principally ow- 
ing, that Antichriſt yet ſtands, that 
the Light of the Goſpel has not recei- 


vel a greater Increaſe, ſince the 


time of the Reformation. 


Now to ſpeak ſometbing, Sirs which VII. 
relates to our ſelves, it is our part to What is 
enjoy the benefit of this Lig ht as much Jet to be 
45 we ban and trendeavoura further don N. 
Propagation of it among others. It is 
aur part to tread in the Footſteps of 
101 great Perſons, who lived in the 
time, bath of the Primitius and the 
reviving ; Chriſtianity. It is ou * 

K1: £5 2 part 
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Hilar. lib, 


depoſitis, excuſca ſuperbia, aſſe- 
QAibus omnibus valere juſſis, ad 
Veritatis inveſtigationem gene- 
roſo impetu ferri, inveſtigatam 
admittere, admiſſam profiteri, 
profeſſi retinere, & factis imple- 
re. Noſtrum eſt, humana omni 
auRoritate poſthabita, Scriptis 
omnibus humanis, qnantumcun- 
que conſpicuis, ad Sanctuarii lan- 
cem appenſis, ab ore Dei unicè 
pendere, in Dei unius verba ja- 
rare, neque quidquam in Sacris 
admitterequod illo ex fonte non 
derivetur. Noſtrum eſt, ſchola- 
ſticis argutiis, vanis quæſtioni- 
bus, pugnis de vocibus, prout a 
Refor matoribus noſtris magna ex 
parte jam factum fuerat, Theolo- 
giam noſtram purgare. Noſtrum 
eſt, infauſta illa, Lutheranorum, 
Calvinianorum, Epiſcopalium, Pres- 
byterianorum, a liàque partium no- 
mina, utinam nunquam nata, ex- 
ſtiagnere, unõque omnes ac eo- 
dem Chriſt ianorum nomine cen- 
ſer i; Illud Hilarii menti infigen- 
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part, after their Example, laying a- 
ſide all prejudiced Opinions, Pride, 
and Paſſion, to purſue Truth with a 
generous Eagerneſs, and when we 
have found it to giveit entrance in- 
to f Minds;to make profeſſion of it 
when it is there,and ſo to retain it, 


and to teſtifie the Truth rhereof by 


our Actions. It is our part examining 
all human Authorities, how ſpecions 


ſotver, by the Light of the Sanct na- 
' ry,to be determin'd only by the Month 


of Cod, to rely only upon his Aut ho- 
rity, and to admit nothing as a point 
of eur Religion, which is not deriv'd 


from that Fountain. It is our part, 


to purge our Divinity from allSchola- 
ſtic Quirks, vain Nueſtions, and 
ſtrife about Words, as it is in good 
part done by our Reformers already. 
It is our part to extinguiſh thoſe un- 
happy Names of Lutherans,Calvi- 
niſts, Epiſcoparians, Presbyte- 
rians, and other Party-names, which 
I woitd to God that they had never 
been coined, and that we were all 
calf d by one general Name „Chri- 


ad Con- "WE ; ian eeping in 
| i tes; Dim in verbis pagna eſt, dim ſtians; keeping in our minds that 
ſtant. Aug. en oveſhio , dum de paſſage of Hilary, Whilſt theFight 
ambiguis occaſio eſt, dum de aucto- is concerning Words, and the 
ribus querela eſt, dum de ſtudiis Queſtion about Novelties, whilſt 
certamen eſt, dum in conſenſu difs Men take occaſion of contending 
ficultas eſt, dum alter alteri ana- about uncertain Matters, whilſt 


2 Cor. 6.8 


thema eſſe cœpit, prope jam nemo 


Chriſti eſt. Noſtrum eſt, pacis con- 


ſilia, Ju Ee x dTipiar, did 
ue enuias nat ivanuids, per glori- 
am & ignominiam, per convitia 
& laudes , propbnere, urge re, 


iterare: dum infamamur, preca- 


ri; dum convitiis affieimur, be 


they quarrel about the Opinions 
of learned Men, and the Combat 
is about Literature, whilſt they 


_ raiſe Difficulties about giving 


their Conſent, and one holds the - 
other Anathema; there are very 
few left of Chriſt's ſide. I is our 


part, to propeſe, to unge, and to reite- 
rate Connſels to Peabe, by honour 
1 e 


nedicere; neque aliis mapis ar- 1 Cor. 


mis 


a 
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N On the Diff, erent Fat es ; 


mis, quam patientia multa, quam 
Cor. S. 4. puritate, quam, lenitate, quam 


and diſhonour, by evil Report 

: . and good Report; being re- Cor. 5. 4. 

aitate, qràm caritate non ſi - viled to bleſs, and being de- Greg. Naz. 

mulata, renitentes ad nos addu : famed to intreat; and not to uſe Ołat. 14. 

cereNazianLent illud uſurpantes, any other Armour, than patience 

Tyy xf ,, Ti pier, wa wity pureneſs, knowledge, long ſuf- 

a rah g Th1 dubrotar, Exiguum tering, and Kindneſs, to bring our 

quidaam concedamis, ut, quod ma» Adverſaries over to us; making uſe 

jus eſt, concordiam e of that ſaying of Nazianzen, Let 

Noſt rum eſt, poſitis inimicitiis, us give up a little, that we may 

datis Reipublicæ Chriſtianz ſi- obtain Concord, a thing much 

multatibus noſtris, pro com- greater. t i; our part, laying aſide 

muniĩ cauſſa decertare,. commu- «ll Auimoſities, and giving up our 

nis Domini regnum promovere, mn Nuarrels, for the ſake of the Chri- 

communem hoſtem profligare, ſtian Commonwealth, to fight for the 

ad communem palmam tendere. Common Cauſe, to promote the King t 

Noſtrum eſt, Cultum atque Diſci- dom of our Common Lord, to conquer 

plinam, ſicubi forte minus perfecta the Common Enemy, and to ſtrive 

ſunt, ad Apeſtolice inſtitutions, & after the one Common Palm, to which 

primitive Eccleſia modulum, quan- we are all intituled. It is our part u 

tum ſieri poteſt, aducere. Noſtrum to bring, as near as we can, to 

eſt; mutuam inter Eccleſias, quo the Model of the Primitive 

ties ſeſe dederit oecaſio, commu- Church, and Apoſtolical Inſtitu- 

nicationem inſtaurare inſtauratam tion, aur Worſhip and Diſcipline, 

colere, atquè officiis omnibus fo» in w hatſoever Point they are leſs 

; vere; quod ſolenne in Eccleſia perfect: It is our part, to renew 4 

"1 Veteri, nec non & tempore Re- mutual Intercourſe by Letters, as 

formationis; & ex quo quidem often as there ſhall be occaſion, bee 

| fructusuberrimus ſingulas ad Ec- tween theChurches zto cultivate and c 
clefias redundare poſſet. Sed no- cheriſh thisCorreſpondence by all kind 
ſtrum eſt in primis,/ recordari Offices :Which, as it wasthe cuſtom 
Doctrinam noſtram- Doctrinam not oniy in the ancient Church, and 
Pietatis elle, ade que in promo at the time of the Reformation, ſo 
venda atque inſtillanda Pietate thereby very extraordinary Advan- 
laborum omnium ſummam col- tages will redound to the Proteſtant | 
locare. Noſtrum denique, a - Churches, But chiefly it is our part, | 
ſcholis ad-vitam, à theoria ad to remember, that our Doctrine is 4 


Fregor. 
Nzianz. 
at. 14. 


praxim, a profeſſione ad mores, 


diſciplinam Chriſtianam trans- 
fetre ,qu0 ſine, nonniſi evanida, 


coloribus omnibus ac lineamen- 


tis deſtituta, rei Chriſtiage.um 


7 


bra futura eſt. 


$ 
Fallet 


Doctrine according toGodlineſs; 


and thereforę, that we ought to make. 
it our chief Aim in all our Labours, 
to promote and inſtil Piety. Laſtiy, 


it is our part, to transfer the Chri- 


ſtian 


1101 | 


Fallit-ne animus? Jam ſpes 
aliqua meliorum temporum afful- 
get. Jam ingenia ad Veritatis 
inquiſitionem aſlurgere; Jam pi- 
etatis ſtudia apud multos in pre- 
tio eſſe; Jam Scripture lectio 
crebreſcere, etiam apud illos qui 
eim attingere nefas ducebant; 
Jam ſcholaſticæ quiſquiliz ſorde- 
ere; Jam ſolida Sacrorum notitia 
plurimorum mentis imbui z Jam 
Chriſtiana moderatio ſeſe animis 
inſinuare ; Jam Principes, Eccle- 
{iz favere, zelo Dei ſuccendi, pi- 
etatis exemplis præire; Jam So- 


dalitia, ad rem Chriſtianam pro- 
movendam inſtituta, ad finem 11- 


lum nihil pretermittere, utro- 
que in Orbe Eccleſias erigerc, 
Scholas fundare, Libros emitte- 
re, Proſelytos ſuſtentare, peri- 
turæ pecuniæ non parcere, ut 
æterna bona propagentur; Cu- 
jus quidem beneficentiæ ſplendi- 


diſſima non ita pridem viſa ſont” 


inter nos exempla : Jam Viri 
multi doctrina pariter ac zelo 
conſpicui , id-fibi penſi datum 
arbitrari, in id totis incumbere 
viribus, ut greges ſ{ibi commiſſos 
Chriſto ſiſtant quam puriſſimos ; 
jamqueDeuseorum laboribusnon 
obſcure benedicere. Quæ qui- 


dem auguria ne fallant, ſed ut 


contra Chrifti Regnum magis 
ma- 
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ſtian Diſcipline from Scholaſtick 
Diſputations, to Life; from Theory, 
to Practiſe; from Prefeſſion to M0» 
rals ; without which it will only be a 
faint Shadow of Chriſtianity void of 
all Colours and Lineaments. 

But 1 am miſtaken, if the hope of 
better Times does not now ſhine upon 
us : Now a new Series of Aa es, and 
a new Generation, ſeems to be riſing 
up; now the Study of Piety begins to 
be in eſteem , now the Reading the 
holy Scriptures, which many Men 
formerly diſdain' d, begins to be very 
frequent; now the Scholaſtick Foole- 
ries begin to be deſpiſed ;, now Mens 
Minds begin to be endow'd with 4 
ſolid Knowledge of the holy Truths; 
nom a Chriſtian Moderation begins 
to inſinuate it ſelf into their Minds; 
now Princes begin to afford their 
favour to the Church, to be inflamed 
with a Zeal of God, and to give an 
eminent Example of Piety to others, 
nowSocieties are erected for thePro- 
moting Chriſtianity, and omitting 
nothing which may be ſerviceable to 
this End, they erect Churches on 
both ſides of the World, found 
Schools, give out Books, provide a 
Maintenance for Converts,andſpare 
not their Money, which periſneth, 
to promote thoſe good things which 
are Eternal; of which Gharity ec 
have lately had moſt eminent E xam- 
ples. Now many pious and learned 
Perſons, have uſed the utmo#? of 
their endeavours, to make the 


_ Congregation Committed to their 


Charge eminent for Piety; and God 
Almighty has been pleaſed mani- 
F feitly 
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magiſque promoveatur, ſplendeat 
fides, floreat pietas, virtutum 
omnium chorus excitetur,ſtudiis, 
conatibus, votis, quoJdque omni- 
um potentius, exemplis, nobis 
omnibus allaborandum eſt. DIXI. 


feſtly to give a Bleſſing to their 
L abours. . But we muſt not content 
our ſelves only with theſe good 
Preſages, but we muſt labour with 
the utmoFt of our Studies, Endea- 
vours, and Prayers, but chiefly with, 
what is beyond all, our Ezamples ; 
that the King dom of Chriſt may be 
more and more promoted; that our 
Faith may ſhine ;, that Piety may 
flouriſh ;, and that a Choir of all 
Chriſtian Graces may be #irred up 
in us. 
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GUIL. NICHOLSII, Ei- 
ſtola,qua juſſu Societatis de 
Evangelio in exteris, &c. 
Gratias agit D. J. Ar- 
PHONSO TURRETTINO, 
pro Oratione de varus C hri- 


itianz Doctrinæ Fatis, eis 


nunc upat a. 


Viro admodùm Reverendo, 
Clariſimo, Doc iſſimoq; 
J. AU rHON SO TuRRETIN0o, 
Profeſſori Theologie Gene- 


venſi, &c. 


3 XemplariaOrationisTu- 
#, Reverende Vir, quæ 
Societati noſtræ bene- 
vole nuncupaſti ſingu- 
lis Sociis nuper impertiit vir Or- 
natiſſimus & Illuſt r iſſimus D. Bo- 
nettius Sereniſs. Regi Pruſſia a 
continuis Legatis. Et Comitiis 
proxime habitis, juſſu Societatis, 
mihi demandata cura eſt, ut Tibi 


erga Nos Officio, Gratias refer- 
rem. * 


in modum perplacuerunt nobis, 
jucunda ſtyli tui Elegantia, & 
tamen ad gravitatem Theologi- 
cam tam ſtri&eCompolitazacutz 
denſæqʒ ſententiæ a ſapientia ex- 


quiſita, 


| ſud nomine, cum pro munere ac- 
& | ceptiſſimo, tùm pro ſingulari 
d 


Dici vix poteſt, quam mirum 
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Dr. NICHOLLS his LET. 
TER Of Thanks toMr. Tu- 
RET TIN, Written by Or- 
der of the Society for Pro- 
pagation, Cc. to give him 
Thanks for his Oration of 
the Different Fates, &c. 
Dedicated to them. 
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To the, Reverend, Famous, 
and Learned JooHN Al- 
PHON>SUS Tux R ETIN 


Profeſſor of Theotog 'y 4 Ge- 
neva, Cc. 


Reverend Sir, 


He Copies of the Ora. 
tion, which you were 
pleaſed to dedicate to 
our Society; were lately 
preſented to the ſeveral Members 
thereof, by the Honourable and Ex- 
cellent Ar. Bonet, Reſident to his 
moſt Serene Majeſiy the King of 
Pruſſia, The next Meeting the Ho- 
nourable Society made an Order for 
me, in their name, to return yout 
Thanks for your very acceptable 
Preſent, and 105 
been pleaſed thereby to ſhew them. 
And truly, Sir, I cannot expreſs, 
how extraordinarily every one of 
us mere pleaſed with the charming 


Elegance of your Stile, but which 


withal, was excellently well Com- 
pes d ta a Gravity which becomes 4 
Jo Nee + >: .- 0_ 
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we great reſpect yon had 
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magiſque promoveatur, ſplendeat 
fides, . floreat pietas, virtutunt 
omninm chorus excitetur,ſtudiis, 
conatibus, votis, quoJdque omni- 
um potentius, exemplis, nobis 
omnibus allaborandum eſt. DIXI. 


feſtly to give a Bleſſing to their 
Labours. . But we muſt not content 
our ſelves only with theſe good 
Preſages, but we muſt labour with 
the ut moſt of our Studies, Endea- 
vours, and Prayers,but chiefly with, 
what is beyond all, our Examples; 
that the King dom of Chriſt may be 
more and more promoted; that our 
Faith may ſhine; that Piety may 
flouriſh , and that a Choir of all 


Chriſtian Graces may be Firred up 
in is. | 


. 
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GUIL. NICHOLSII, Epi- 
ſtola,qua juſſu Societatis de 
Evangelio in exteris, &c. 
Gratias agit D. J. Ar- 
PHONSO TuxRETTI No, 
pro Oratione de variis C hri- 
itianz Doctrinæ Fatis, es 
nunc upata. 


Viro admodùm Neverendo, 
Clariſſimo , Doctiſſimoq; 
T.ALeHONSO TURRETINO, 
Profeſſori Theologie Gene- 
venſi, &c. 


3 XemplariaOrationisTu- 
x, Reverende Vir, quæ 
Societati noſtræ bene- 
vole nuncupaſti ſingu - 
lis Sociis nuper impertiit vir Or- 
nat iſſimus & Illuſt riſſimus D. Bo- 
nettius Sereniſs. Regi Pruſſiæ a 
continuis Legatis. Et Comitiis 
proxime habitis, juſſu Societatis, 
mihi demandata cura eſt, ut Tibi 
ſud nomine, cùm pro munere ac- 


ceptiſſimo, tùm pro ſingulari 


erga Nos Officio, Gratias refer- 
rem. * 


Dici vix poteſt, quam mirum 


in modum perplacuerunt nobis, 
jucunda ſtyli tui Elegantia, & 
tamen ad gravitatem Theologi- 
cam tam ſtrictè Compoſitaʒ acutæ 


denſzq; ſententiæ a ſapientia ex- 


quiſità, 


- 
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Dr. NICHOLLS his LET. 


TEK of Thanks toMr. Tu- 


XET TIN, Written by Or- 


der of the Society for Pro- 
pagation, Cc. to give him 
Thanks for his Oration of 
the Different Fates, & c. 
Dedicated to them. 


To the, Reverend, Famous, 
and Learned JOHN Al- 
PHONSUS TuRKkETiN, 
Profeſſor of Theology 4 Ge- 
eva, Cc. 


Reverend Sir, 


He Copies of the Ora. 


tion, which you were 

pleaſed to dedicate to 

our Society, were lately 

preſented to the ſeveral Members 
thereof, by the Honourable and Ex- 
cellent Mir. Bonet, Reſident to his 
moſt Serene Majeſty the King of 
Pruſſia, The next Meeting the Ho- 
nourable Society made an Order for 
me, in their name, to return yon 
Thanks for your very acceptable 
Preſent and the great reſpect you had 
been pleaſed thereby to ſhew them. 
And truly, Sir, I cannot expreſs, 
how extraordinarily every one of 
us mere pleaſed with the charming 


Elegance of your Stile, but which 
withal, was excellently well Com- 
des a to 4 Gravity which becomes 4 
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penè Annalium Eccleſiaſticorum 
monimenta Sanctorumqʒ Patrum 


a, depromptz; vaſta & multi- 
per innumera 


Commentarios ſparſa, in tam 
breve Compendium, idq; tam 
perſpicuè, coarctata; de flogula- 
rum ætatum dogmatis tam lima- 
tum intelligenſq; judicium; ar- 
dentiſſimum denique Concordiæ, 
inter Proteſtantium Eccleſias ine- 
vade,ftudium,6& ad eam rem con- 
ficiendam ſapientiſſima data Con- 
ſilia. Hæc nunquam pro merito 
præd icar e poſſumus, aut memo- 
Tia ſatis grata recolere. 


* 


sed in doc iſſimà tua Oratione 
occurrunt nonnulla, quæ noſtro · 
rum Hominum animos atq; ocu- 


los mirifice advertunt, & incre- 


dibili voluptate & lætitia per- 
fundunt. | 


Uaum eſt Tua de primzva E- 


piſcopatiis Antiquitate ſententia, 
nem quidemOrdinem multi non 


* Slam Novitatis damnant, ſed in- 


ter cœteras Antichriſti ſarcinas 
amovendam eſſe contendunt. Sed 
effecit hoc tam ſapiens Tui de eo 
Judicium, ut jam illas Adverſa- 
riorum Contumelias leviter ad- 
modam ferre poſſimus. 

Alterum eſt Tua ad Pacem,in- 


ter Proteſtantium Eccleſias, Co- 


hortatio. His tam piis ſtudiis 
omnes Illuſtriſſimæ noſtræ Socie- 
tatis Socii obſecundare, quantum 
a 5 pPoſſunt, 


By. Nicholls's Letter, &c. 


quilts & multo rerum uſu per- 


Divine; your mahy and acute Re- 
fleftions drawn from a ſingular Wiſe 
dom and Experience in Human 
Aﬀairs, with the vaſt variety of 
Reading which you bave diſcovered 
therein, reducing into ſo narrow a 
compaſs, what lies diſpers'd in the 
large and numerous Volumes of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Annals, and the Wri- 
tings of the Fathers, with your nice 
and exadt judgment upon 155 Opini- 
ons which prevailed in the ſeveral 
Ages ; _ laſtly, with your earneſt 
deſwe of Umting and Reconciling 
the Differences among the Proteſtant 
Churches, and thoſe very wiſe Coun- 
ſel which you have been pleas'd to 
ee in order to effet it. Theſe 
are things we can never ſpeak of, 
with that regard which they merit, 
or ever remember them with ſuffici- 
ent thankfulneſs. , 
But there are ſome particulars in 

your learned Oration, which attract o 
the Eyes and Admiration of all of 
Us, and give us a pleaſure which 
is above belief. * 


One of which is your Opinion of 
the Apoſtolick Antiquity of Epiſco- 
pacy, which Order ſome do not only 
condemn of Novelty, but dowithal 
look upon it to be ſome of the Trum 
pery of Antichriſt,and which for that 
reaſon ought to be laid aſide: But your 
wiſe judgment, mhic h you have been 
pleas'd to give in favour thereof, has 
made us the mere eaſily to bear the 
reproaches of thoſe, who do oppoſe it. 

A. Second thing is your earneſt 
Exhort at ion, toan Agreement among 
the Proteſtant Churches: This 75 | 


Pious an endeavonr of yours,all the 


i Members 


[ 


i Dr. Nichollss Letter, &c. 


. 
bl 


poſſunt, omnes nervos intendent, 
Atq;, ut jam Theologorum animi 
a de rebiscontroverſis jam deferve- 
ſceſere incipiunr,atq; ad Concor- 
diam Chriſtianam unicè ſpeQare, 
ita maxime optandum foret, ut 
qui inter eos maxime gratia & 
Authoritate apud ſuos excellunt, 
Principes ſuos Magiſtratnsq; , 
modis omnibus prudentiſſip is, 
prout ſe dederit occaſio, ſolli- 
citarent, ad viam aliquam a- 
periendam, quo Evangelica res 
tanto commodo & præſidio auge- 
Cum vac atur.* Utinamq; Deus ſapientiſſi- 
ad Cl Tu- mi alicujus Theologi pectori in- 
r1etinm ſpiret, ad Diſſertationem quam- 
/crivereny dam conſeribendam, quà oftende- 


nondum d 

-:1-1--m ret, Quz concordiæ gratia u- 
ili de trinq; concedenda ſint; Quz ſint 
compo» yutArticuli fidei retinenda ; Quæ, 
nendis ytTheologica Dogmata, ex parte 


{:4i15 Ora. tuenda; Qualem DiſciplinamVe- 
tienen ʒ deteri maximè accommodatam, nec 
914 ve no tamen Singularum Rerumpub. 
rr ha formis contrariam, accepturi 
GN. ſint per totum Orbem Prote- 
ſtantes ; Qui Canones,quibus om- 
nes ſe aſtringi patiantur, conden- 
di ſint; Cui Fidei Confeſſioni 
omnes libentiore Religione ſub- 


ſcripturi ſint. 


gend hæc etſi omnes fieri exop- 

tant, vix quiſpiam tamen audet 
facere. val 

Noſtrorum hominum plu- 

rimi, partim Legum rigore de- 

| territi, 


fo it were a thing to be wiſhed, that 


might be drawn up, to which they 


„ * 1 
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Members of our Honourable Sole. Y 
ty, are willing to ſecond, with the 
utmoſt of our Pomer. And indeed, 
as the minds of Divine. begin nw 
to abate of that heat, mich they 
were wont formerly to diſcov er, in the 
points controverted berween then, 
and to have their Thoughts almeſt 
entirely bent towards an Agreement, 


thoſe, who have an Intereſt and Au- 
thority in their ſeveral Nations, 
would endeavour to addreſs their 
Princes and Governours in the moſt 
prudent methods, as occaſion ſhall 
be offorded them, that a way may be 
open'd to obtain, for the Prote3tant 
Cauſe, ſo great a Benefit and Securi- 
fy. * Therefore I heartily wiſh, that * Whe 
God would be pleaſed to inſpire into e 1% 
the heart of ſome eminent Divine, never 
to write a Treatiſe purpoſely on this ſeen tt 
Subject; wherem he might ſhew, famous 
Nhat Conceſſions are to be made Mr. Tit 
for Peace ſake on either ſide; what 4 0 9 
are to be retain'd as Articles of Compo 
Faith, and what may be held, as the Dif 
Schelaſtick Points, without cffence rences 4 
on either ſide; what Diſcipline a- n 
recable to that of Antiquit 4 Toce/ell 
4 f quity, and which tl 
not contrary to the Government of Reader 
the feveral States, the Proteſtants mult be 
all over thelWorld won! be willing to inform 
embrace; what Canons might be e Ol. jy. 
natted, to which they would all ſub 
mit; and what Confeſſion of Faith 


would all ſubſcribe, 
This is awork which a great many 
wiſh to be done, and yet ſcarce any 
one has the Courage to do it. 
Indetd mot of Us here in Eng- 
land are diſcourag d frem ſuch an 
Ws Unatre 


= territi,partim meo exemplo mo- 
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— 


ſevet. 


niti, quant invidia æſtuaturi ſint 


qui ad Pacem vias ſtruunt (cum 
in napera mea Eccl. Angl. Defen- 
ſione, Concordiæ mentione vix 
factà) omnium Factionum SeQa- 
rumq; odia in meum Caput ac. 


cerſi. Uſq; adeo homines, etiam 


Pii, inſignibus illis Pacificorum, 
que futura ſunt, Gauduis quietem 


preſentem anteponunt. 


Tu, mi Frater Reverende, 
Chriſti amore fervens, contem- 
ptis malevolorumContumeliis, ad 
Concordiam non deſinis exhorta- 
ri: Utinam, ea qua polles Doctri- 
na & ſapientia, modos quoſdam 
inveſtigare digneris, quibus La- 
cera Chriſti tunica reſarciatur, 
& miſera Proteſtantium Diſſidia 
componantur. Hoc Deo O. M. 
gloriæ foret, Eccleſiæ ſuæ com. 
modo, & ſummæ Bonorum om- 
nium Voluptati. | 


Rogout Cl. Pictetum, Socie- 
tatis Illuſtr. nomine, ac meo 
ſalutes. Deus Te incolumem, 
Chriſtiane rei emolumento, +4 

| ale · 
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Dabam Londini Cal. Mart. 
An. Dom. M DCCVIIL 


* 


Dr. Nicholls? Letter, &c. * 


Under taling, partly upon the account 


of the ſtrittneſs of our Laws, and 
partly as admoniſh'd by my example, 


who in my late little Book written in 
Defence of the Church of Eng- 
land, have drawn the ſpioht and ill 
will of all the ſeveral Sects and Par- 
ties both at home and ahroad, whom 1 
was willing to reconcile, upon 
Head. So that you may obſerve, tha: 
even Good Men do prefer their pre- 
ſent Quiet, before thoſe extraordina- 
ry Bleſſings in futurity, which are 
laid up for the Peace-makers, 

But yon, O my Reverend Brother, 
burn with a Love of Chriſt, and go 
on with your Exbortation to Peace, 
deſpiſing the Reproaches you ſuſtain 
for it; therefore I would to God 
that being endowed with ſuch excel: 
lent Talents of Learning and Wiſ- 
dom, you would lay out your Thoughts 
to find ſome prope} Expedients, bow 
the torn Coat of Chriſt may be made 
whole, and the Diviſions among Pro- 
teſtants be compoſed. This would 
tend highly to the Glory of God, the 
Proſperity of his Church, and the 
Comfort and Satisfation of all good 
.. 

Pray preſent the Societies, and 
my own Service, to the excellent Mr. 
Pictet. God preſerue you, for the 
good of the Church. I am, &c. 


LONDON, 
March 1. 1503, 
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BOOKS Printed for W. Taylor at the Wis. 
in St. Paul's Church-yard, . N 


HE Book of Common Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament, according to the uſe of the Church of England; 
with the Pſalms of David, Paraphraſed; together with the Lives 
of the Apoſtles, and an Acccunt of the Original of the Faſts 
and Feaſts of the Church; with ſeveral of the Rubricks Occcaſi- 
onally explained, by Wilam Nichols, D. D. | 
Gulielmi Nicholſii Presbyteri Defenſio Eccleſiz Anglicaræ. In 
qua Vindicantur Omnia quz ab Adverſariis in DoArina, Cultu, & 
Diſciplira ejus improbantur. Præmititur Apparatus qui Hiſtoriam, 
Turbarum, & Seceſſione ab Eccleſia Anglicana exortarum, con- 
tinet. 
A Thorough Examination of the falſe Principles, and Fal- 


lacious Arguments advanced againſt the Chriſtian Church, Prieſt- 


hood and Religion; in a late Book, irronically intituled, The Rights 
of the Chriſtian Church Aſerted, in a Dialogue between Denas 
and Hierarcha, humbly offered to the conſideration of the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry of England; by Samuel Hill, Rector of Kilming- 
ton, and Archdeacon of Wells. | 

Three ſhort Treatiſes ( Viz.) 1. A Modeſt Plea for the Cler- 
gy, (2) a Sermon of the Sacerdotal BenediQtion, &c. (3) a Diſ- 


courſe Publiſhed, to undecieve the People in the Point of Tythes, 


c. formerly Printed, and now again Publiſhed by Doctor George 
Hickes, in Defence of the Prieſthood and True Rights of the 
Church, againſt the ſlanderous and reproachful Treatment of 


theClergy ; in a late Book of pernicious and Blaſphemous Do- 


Qrines, falſly intituled, The Rights of the Chriſtian Church. | 

"A Practical Diſcourſe of Repentance, redifying the miſtakes 
about it; eſpecially ſuch as lead either to preſumption or deſpair, 
perſwading and directing to the true Practice of it, and demon- 
ſtrating the invalidity of a Death-Bed-Repentance ; by V. Payne, 


D. D. late Rector of St. Mary White Chappel, and Chaplain in Or- 


dinary to their Majeſties. 


Dictionarium Anglo Brit annicum: Or, a General Engliſh Dicti- 4" 
onary, comprehending a Brief, but Emphatical and clear Expli- 


cation of all ſorts of difficult Words, that derive their Orig i- 


Terms 
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© Sad Authority. of the Church; being the firſt Vollume of the Choice 


A Bridle for the Tongue, under theſe following Heads, vi-. 
Ot Prophane, or Atheiſtical Diſcourſe. Of Blaſphemy: Of Raſh 
and Vain Swearing. Of Falfe-accuſing,” or bearing Falſe-witge!s. 
Of Calumny, or Slander. Of Detraction, or Backbiting, and of 
ale. beating, and Reproof. Of Cenſoriouſneſs, or Raſh Judging. . 
'Of Scoſſing, Veriſion, or Mocking; Of Contumely, or Reproach. 
Of Imprecation, or Cuffing.. Of Brawling, Quarrelling, or Wrang- 
© ding: Of Difſimulation, or Deceit. Of Flattery. Of Lying, Equi- 
- vocation, Promiſe- breaking, and Diſcovering Secrets. Of Talka- 
tixeneſs, Garrulity, or Vain Babling. Of Oſtentation, or Boaſting, 
Of Querulduſneſs, or Murmuring. Of Fodliſm ſeſting. Of Ob- 
tene, and Immodeſt Talk; The Cloſe, or Concluſion. BY ery 
c vb fd 
Tfapels through Deumart and ſome Parts of Germany: BF 
way ot journal, in the Retihve_ of the Engliſh Envoy, in 1707; 
With Extrags of ſevetal Lachs, relating to the Abſolute Power 
cott the King, Religion, and Civil Government of the Cousgtry: 
Inclading the Military and Maratime State thereof: The whole 
Muſtrated with Divers Curious Remarks; and a Map of the Ille 
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a Hen, &c. done into Enzlifh from the French Original. 
* ** Merenrius Theolugicus: Or, the Monthly Inſtructor, Briefly EN. 
Plaining and Applying all the Doctrines and Duties of "Chriſtian = 


Religion; that are ncbeſſary to be Beliey'd ahd Practis d, in or- 


ner to Salvation. By a Bivine of the Church of England, in 
JJC ²˙ —A—õ—ññ „„ 
AArchbiſnop of G/a/rom, Publimed ar the deſire of bis Friends 


” © after his Death, from his Papers written with his own Hand.. 
Difcourſez aud Eſſays, ufefgl for the Vain Modiſh Ladies and 
thin Gallaats 33s alſo upon ſeveral Subjects, Moral and Divine, 
des Parts, Witten by-the"Right konguraple Been Lori 
- > Vaſconat Sanne, and himbly Dedicated to the right Honoura- 
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